
 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
January 27, 2016 

 
  

Chairman Papa opened the meeting at 6:35 p.m.   
 
The members present were: Jim Boniello, Gary Friedman, Jim Papa, John Papalia, Don 
Penzine and Kevin Westerman. 
 
Stephen Krug, Michele Sanz and John Zattola were absent.   
 
Parks and Recreation Superintendent Steve Ralston was also present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no Public Comment. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Friedman to accept the minutes of the October 28, 2015 
meeting as submitted.  Mr. Papalia seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
MR. RALSTON’S REPORT 
There were no questions or comments about Mr. Ralston’s Report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
SYSO Baseball Scoreboard Proposal Update – A formal presentation is impending, 
as the SYSO Baseball program is interested in donating two solar scoreboards to the 
Parks and Recreation Department for the field at Van Tassell, as well as the Men’s 
Softball field with grant funds they received.   
 
Men’s Softball League Update – Mr. Ralston met with the Men’s Softball League 
Advisory Board on December 14 to discuss the 2016 season since both the League 
Supervisor and Umpire Coordinator have resigned.  The League has regrouped 
internally to cover these tasks and now has a website.  The Parks and Recreation 
Department will take over some of the administrative paperwork responsibilities.  All 
anticipate a seamless transition.  A conversation also took place regarding the 
possibility of allowing non-residents a year limitation to play in the A League in an effort 
as to not eliminate that league due to not enough players. 
 
Playground Equipment Ribbon Cutting Update – A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was 
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held on January 13 to unveil the new playground equipment and swings donated by 
Beaver Conference Farm, Inc. for children of all abilities. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Vincent J. Zappi Park Discussion – In 2006, Mr. Zappi donated land to the Town for 
recreation purposes.  The conservation easement had a provision that allowed for 
naming rights to the parcel.  In December, he erected a sign which is a bit misleading as 
the site is currently not an active park.  The conservation easement will be reviewed.  It 
might simply be a matter of adding “future site of” to the sign. 
 
Concessionaire Request Discussion – On January 6, Chairman Papa and Mr. 
Ralston met with the concessionaire to discuss the overall 2015 season, as well as that 
of 2016.  The discussion included issues, solutions, suggestions and some changes for 
the upcoming year. 
 
Relay for Life Discussion – Mr. Ralston met with the Relay for Life Committee on 
January 26 regarding the possible use of Reis Park for this year’s Relay for Life event 
as the school district has indicated that their facility cannot be used.  The event is 
scheduled to be held starting at 3:00 p.m. on May 21 and ending at 3:00 a.m. on May 
22.  Mr. Ralston went over all the logistics of using the Park with the Committee. 
 
MR. RALSTON’S COMMENTS 
Mr. Ralston had no comments. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
There were no Board Comments. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on Thursday, 
February 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Recreation Center in Van Tassell Park.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
  
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Parks & Recreation Board 
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