
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 15, 2011 
 
Chair Michael Barnhart called the meeting to order.  The following members were 
in attendance: Jan Antonucci, Michael Barnhart, Jeanette Gerfin, Lauretta Jones, 
and Bob MacGregor. 
 
Conservation Board Member Shoshanna Hantman and Somers Land Trust 
Board member Rosey VanWart were also present. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. MacGregor to approve the minutes of the July 21, 
2011 meeting as submitted.  Ms. Jones seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
ANGLE FLY PRESERVE & SOMERS LAND TRUST UPDATES: 
 
Work Days and Angle Fly Preserve Updates – Personal protective equipment 
needs to be purchased as per the requirements for using a chain saw.  A motion 
was made by Ms. Jones and seconded by Mrs. Antonucci to authorize Mr. 
Barnhart to spend the amount required from Land Trust funds to purchase the 
necessary personal protective equipment.  All were in favor. 
 
Mr. MacGregor attended the start of the hunting orientation, also being held this 
evening.  He introduced and thanked Hunting Committee Chair Bob Mendoza 
and also thanked the 66 hunters in attendance for assisting in having a flawless 
hunting season last year.  Five additional hunters should have attended the 
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orientation, but were unable to do so.  A total of 175 were qualified, but only 72 
will have completed the orientation and thus be qualified to hunt at Angle Fly.  
Mr. Mendoza is modifying the order in which a deer can be taken.  Three parking 
spaces will be added along the roadway at the entrance and will be identified 
with signs.  Hours and dates of the fall season will be placed on the website and 
will also be included in an upcoming newsletter. 
 
A few more items are needed by DEP in order to allow trail continuation on their 
property. 
 
The composting toilets have been delivered to Angle Fly and hopefully will be 
installed over the next month. 
 
During the next workday on Sunday, September 18, work will continue on the 
green trail and storm cleanup will take place on those trails where trees and 
branches came down. 
 
Two kiosks have been completed as part of an Eagle Scout project.  Another Boy 
Scout will be creating a rain garden in front of the Reynolds House.  This can 
count toward the Town’s MS4 requirements.   Three or four more Eagle Scout 
projects will be forthcoming.   
 
A question came up as to the potential lifespan of the foot bridge.  As it is made 
of fiberglass and steel, it should last between 75 and 100 years.  The planking 
lifespan is about 25 years. 
 
Gretchen Stevens of Hudsonia sketched out a standard way of collecting data to 
create a baseline and doing analysis on the deer exclosure.  This could be a 
great school project and could be monitored from year to year.  In the meantime, 
Mrs. Gerfin, Ms. Jones, Mr. MacGregor and Mrs. VanWart will work on collecting 
the data. 
 
Security Cameras – Mrs. Simpson will recirculate via email the information 
about security cameras to be installed at Angle Fly to deal with the recent 
vandalism.  A sign will be posted as well.  An email vote will be made as to a 
purchase of a camera(s). 
 
Transferring Assets to the Town – Assets donated to Angle Fly Preserve will 
be transferred to the Town semi-annually (January 1 and July 1) through a 
consensus acceptance.   
 
Plaque for Mickey Oliver – The plaque to be placed at the entrance of Angle Fly 
honoring Mickey Oliver has been ordered.  Plaques also have to be ordered for 
Peter Burckmyer (yellow trail) and John Behler (foot bridge).  Mr. Barnhart will 
provide Ms. Jones with the wording and Mrs. Schirmer will order them as well. 
 



Bureau of Fire Prevention Memo – A memo was received from the Bureau of 
Fire Prevention regarding the condos and Tatham Mansion, indicating that their 
condition should be immediately rectified as they are a life safety hazard.  The 
Land Trust would like to repurpose the condos and designate the Mansion as a 
historic ruin.  A response memo will be sent. 
 
BIODIVERSITY MAPPING & HUDSONIA TRAINING 
Hudsonia conducted a training session on August 4 on field verification.  All were 
delighted with what was accomplished.  Instructor Gretchen Stevens provided a 
set of fact sheets for help in field verifying habitat predictions.  The next 
biodiversity mapping meeting will be on October 12 at 6:30 p.m. at Mrs. 
Antonucci’s house. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business this evening. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Conservation Board Request – Conservation Board member Shoshanna 
Hantman attended the meeting and expressed the need for new Conservation 
Board members.  All suggestions were welcomed. 
 
16, 18 and 20 Myrtle Drive – The owners of 16, 18 and 20 Myrtle Drive are 
willing to donate these parcels to the Town.  In a copy of a memo submitted to 
the Town Board on August 4, the Town Planner indicated that her office had no 
objection to the Town accepting the donation, provided the owners cover all of 
the associated fees.  The parcels can be utilized to further the Town’s open 
space goals, and may, in the future, provide an opportunity to assist the Town 
with its affordable housing goals.  
 
Westchester County’s Endangered Species List – At their August 11 Town 
Board meeting, the Town Board by a 4-1 vote authorized the adoption of the 
Westchester County’s Endangered Species List as per the recommendation of 
Michael Klemens in his 2007 Croton to Highlands Biodiversity Plan. 
 
Section: 47.16, Block: 1, Lot: 21- The Town Board, at their August 11 meeting, 
referred an offer of donation of property known as Section: 47.16, Block: 1, Lot: 
21 owned by Hanover Estates.  This property, totaling 9.2 acres is on the Open 
Space Committee Prime Property List and should therefore remain undisturbed.  
It is believed to include an environmentally sensitive habitat.  The Open Space 
Committee recommends that the Town should accept the donation of the 
property and a Conservation Easement should be placed on it and held by the 
Somers Land Trust or the Westchester Land Trust.   A memo will be sent to the 
Town Board, with copies to the Town Planner and Somers Land Trust. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on 



Thursday, October 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the Map Room at the Town House. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Open Space Committee 
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