
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
  

      MEETING MINUTES 
       June 9, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m.  The following members were in 
attendance: Jan Antonucci, Michael Barnhart, Jeanette Gerfin, Lauretta Jones, 
Gail Simpson and Rosey VanWart.  Bob MacGregor was absent. 
 
Developer Gus Boniello was also present.   
 
Somers Crossing Discussion – An email was received from the Town Planner 
with regard to the reclassification of tax lot 17.15-1-15.1 pursuant to Section 170-
13B of the Code of the Town of Somers.  A discussion ensued and a motion was 
made by Mr. Barnhart to approve the zoning change for Somers Crossing from 
R80 and R40 to the MFR-DH district.  Mrs. Antonucci seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor.  A memo will be sent to the Town Planner. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mrs. Simpson and seconded by Mrs. VanWart to approve 
the minutes of the May 12, 2016 meeting as submitted.   
 
REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Angle Fly Preserve Updates: 
 
Thank you emails have been received by Fritz Beshar in appreciation of the 
tree and marker that was placed in honor of his father in the Memory Forest in 
Angle Fly Preserve. 
 
Mrs. VanWart met a woman at the Italian-American Club dinner that has inquired 
about planting a tree in memory of her husband. 
 
Eagle Scout Eric Dammeyer finished his bridge building project and did an 
awesome job. 
 
The new roof project on the Reynolds House will begin on June 23. 
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The front door on the Reynolds House was broken down and has been boarded 
up.   
 
The side door lock on the yellow barn was torn off. 
 
One of the surveillance cameras was broken as well. 
 
There will be a work day on June 11 at 10:00 a.m. to do trail maintenance and 
another on July 2 to do roof project clean up.  A second work day will be held in 
July on the 17th. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Biodiversity Mapping Update – Mr. Barnhart will make arrangements for the 
Committee to meet with Ed Hicks of Orienteering Unlimited to discuss his 
mapping of the entire Town using Lidar.  The Committee should be able to use 
these maps to answer the biodiversity questions submitted by Hudsonia with the 
draft map as Lidar provides incredibly fine detail.  
 
Stuart’s Farm Update – The $1.84 million state grant project designed to 
preserve Stuart’s Farm for agricultural purposes is moving along nicely.  Things 
should be in place by the summer. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Somers Crossing Biological Assessment Report – Last month a site plan 
submitted by the Planning and Engineering Department for the Somers Crossing 
development was reviewed and discussed.  A request was made to have a 
biodiversity analysis of the entire area done.  It was indicated in a response 
dated May 25, 2016 that a Biological Assessment Report was done by Evans 
Associates Environmental Consulting, Inc. in March 2014.  The Committee was 
not in receipt of the report at that time, but has since received a copy.  After 
discussing this project with Mr. Boniello, the Committee realized the project is 
much further along than expected and there are still some concerns.  A request 
will be made to meet with the Town Planner’s office to brief the Committee, share 
questions and suggestions, and determine the Committee’s role in the process 
moving forward.  A memo will be sent to the Town Planner. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
 
Deutsch Wetland, Steep Slope, Stormwater Management and Erosion and 
Sediment Control and Tree Preservation Application – Permit applications for 
Deutsch Wetland, Steep Slope, Stormwater Management and Erosion and 
Sediment Control and Tree Preservation were reviewed and discussed.  As per 
170-58.3 of the Code of the Town of Somers, there is a question as to whether or 
not there is enough land to build on this lot.  The provision requires a subtraction 
of 75% of steep slopes and wetlands from the lot size.  Because there is almost 1 
½  acres of environmentally constrained land, the actual lot appears less than the 
zoning requires.  A memo will be sent to the Planning and Engineering 
Department. 
 



Wright’s Court Site “A” – Re-Grant – The Committee reviewed and discussed 
the re-grant site plan for Wright’s Court Site “A” and there were no objections.  A 
memo will be sent to the Planning and Engineering Department. 
 
 
Anthony Boniello Subdivision – The preliminary subdivision for the Anthony 
Boniello Subdivision was reviewed and discussed.  There were no comments.  A 
memo will be sent to the Planning and Engineering Department. 
 
The Crossroads at Baldwin Place – The Committee reviewed and discussed 
the site plan for The Crossroads at Baldwin Place, and would like to know what is 
being planted in the wetland re-naturalization areas, ideally native species.  A 
memo will be sent to the Planning and Engineering Department. 
 
Somers Pointe Country Club – The site plan for the Somers Pointe Country 
Club was reviewed and discussed.  The Committee is looking forward to a 
response from their last correspondence of March 21, 2016.  A memo will be 
sent to the Planning and Engineering Department. 
 
Verizon Wireless Co-Locator (Heritage Hills) – The Committee reviewed and 
discussed the submission for the Verizon Wireless Co-Locator (Heritage Hills).  
As the height of the pole will be increased by 15’, a request will be made to have 
a sight line analysis done.  A memo will be sent to the Planning and Engineering 
Department. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, 
July 21 at 4:30 p.m. in the Kitchen at the Town House. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Open Space Committee 
 
 
cc:  Open Space Committee 
       Town Board 
       Town Clerk 
       Planning Board 
       Parks and Recreation Board 
 


