
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

October 20, 2011 
 
Chairman Michael Barnhart called the meeting to order.  The following members 
were in attendance: Jan Antonucci, Michael Barnhart, Jeanette Gerfin, Lauretta 
Jones, Bob MacGregor and Gail Simpson. 
 
Somers Land Trust Board members David Gotz and Rosey VanWart were also 
present. 
 
Mrs. VanWart has expressed interest in serving on the Open Space Committee.  
She will send a letter to Mrs. Schirmer who in turn will send it to the Supervisor’s 
office. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. MacGregor to approve the minutes of the September 
15, 2011 meeting as submitted.  Mrs. Antonucci seconded the motion.  All were 
in favor. 
 
REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
ANGLE FLY PRESERVE & SOMERS LAND TRUST UPDATES: 
 
Most of the planking has been completed on the lower end of the green trail, but 
additional planking is needed, as there were more areas requiring it than 
expected. 
 
There was no significant damage from Hurricane Irene, but most of what was 
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impacted has been taken care of. 
 
The Highway Department will be loaning the Parks and Recreation Department 
the equipment needed to dig the holes for the composting toilets.  This work will 
take place next week.  Some volunteers may be needed to help as well.  
 
Congresswoman Nan Hayworth will be present at the next workday on October 
29.  All agreed that they would like her to see an example of a public and private 
partnership in the working during her visit.  Refreshments will be served and she 
will be given a Land Trust tote and t-shirt.  The information will be on the website 
and in the newsletter.  A press release will be done and email blasts sent out by 
the Land Trust and the Town.  Between 40 and 50 volunteers are expected that 
day to include Scouts and the Lions.  Projects to be worked on include: erecting 
the composting toilets; planking on the yellow trail; barberry trimming; and sign 
posting. 
 
Mr. Mendoza reported that opening day for deer season was successful and two 
does were taken.   
 
The permit to begin trail work on the DEP portion of the property should be 
secured shortly. 
 
Mr. MacGregor has asked Ed Hicks for a proposal to create maps for Angle Fly 
Preserve.  Funds for this project will come from the grant money. 
 
Ms. Jones would like to list some of the scout/student projects completed or 
being worked on at Angle Fly on the website and the newsletter.  Mrs. VanWart 
will provide the information. 
 
A Mahopac High School senior sent an email regarding an internship that she 
would like to do at Angle Fly.  She can either shadow someone and/or work 
independently.  The internship begins at the end of January through the 
beginning of June and 10 hours of work per week is required.  All agreed that it 
would be difficult to accommodate an internship involving that many hours.  Mrs. 
VanWart will respond with a list of recommendations of other sites that might be 
explored for this opportunity. 
 
ELLA Stream Project Presentation – As required per the grant, a public 
presentation has to be made about the ELLA Stream Project done at Angle Fly.  
It will include a Power Point presentation and be held on Saturday, November 19 
at 4:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the Town House.  The information will be 
posted on the website, included in the newsletter and email blasts, as well as a 
press release will be sent. 
 
Security Camera – Mrs. Simpson circulated information via email about a 
security camera that she researched for Angle Fly.  On September 22, a motion 



was made by Mr. Gotz via email and seconded by Mrs. Schirmer to approve the 
purchase of a security camera at a total cost of $645.73.  All were in favor.  The 
camera has been received and will be installed shortly. 
 
Dedication Plaques – Three plaques to be placed in Angle Fly Preserve to 
honor John Behler, Peter Burckmyer and Mickey Oliver have been ordered from 
Eagle Awards.  When they are completed, plans will be made for the dedication. 
 
Deer Exclosure Baseline Data – Work has begun on creating baseline data for 
what is growing in the deer exclosure.  Not much is growing at the moment. 
 
Angle Fly Rules and Regulation Issues – Once again there is All Terrain 
Vehicle (ATV) activity in Angle Fly.  The hunters are watching out for them and 
will notify the authorities if they see them.  Some folks have not been happy with 
the Town rule that they are not able to walk their dogs in Angle Fly.  Dogs are 
able to be walked on a leash in Koegel Park.  Recently a gentleman wanted to 
ride his mountain bike in Angle Fly and was told it was against the rules.  
 
BIODIVERSITY MAPPING 
The last meeting was held on October 12.  All the completed maps were laid out.  
Thanks were given to Ms. Jones for charting the maps.  There are a few areas in 
Town that still have to be mapped, and a few questions have to be answered 
regarding the maps that are already completed.  The next step is to identify the 
owners of the properties that need to be accessed to verify predictions made.  
This can’t be done until the spring, as it involves checking for specific plants that 
are already done blooming for the year.  Mr. Barnhart will draft a memo to the 
Town Planner with an update on the Biodiversity Mapping project. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Hanover Estates – A copy of a memo received that was sent by the Town 
Planner to the Town Board regarding the donation of Hanover Estates was 
shared with all. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Conservation Board Resignations – A discussion ensued over the continued 
resignations of members of the Conservation Board.  There are some serious 
concerns on behalf of the Open Space Committee as the Conservation Board 
does have an official and important function regarding the regulation of 
development in the Town.  All wondered about the outcome if the number of 
members on that Board fell below the required minimum. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, November 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the Map Room at the Town House. 
 



 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Open Space Committee 
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