
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
September 9, 2015  

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Paula Chamoun, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, 
Laura Parisi, Jean Reidy and Ann Westerman.  Christine Williamson-Canavan was 
absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Westerman made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on August 
12, 2015 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
 
Westchester Family Magazine – Mr. Hasl was delighted to announce that the Somers 
Library won as a top choice in the Family Favorite 2015 contest conducted by 
Westchester Family Magazine.  Over 2,000 families throughout Westchester voted.   
 
Field Goods Workshop – Mr. Hasl attended the Library sponsored Field Goods 
Workshop.  The presenter told him that the Somers Library had the best response out of 
all their presentations.  It was also interesting to find out that most of the attendees 
knew nothing about the program. 
 
Food Drive – Assemblyman Katz will be sponsoring a Food Drive in October through 
mid-November.  The Library will have a box for donations. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #9, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #9, dated September 9, 2015 in the amount 
of $60,829.53, which included voucher numbers 84036 to 84049.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $7,477.71 and $4,515 or 60% of this 
discretionary spending, went to the business of the Library (books, reading material, 
etc.).  The largest expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library materials) 
$2,329; NYSEG (electric) $1,538; and Bee and Jay Plumbing (water heater leak) 
$1,241.  Payroll and benefit charges were $53,351.82.  Total Library spending for all 
accounts was $60,829.53. 
 



Director’s Report 
 
Ebooks – Mrs. Ferretti would like to move some of her book budget to the eBook line in 
order to add more eBooks for the teens.  She has been invited by the schools to teach 
the classes how to use overdrive, and would like to add more titles to our selection. 

 
Statistics – The Adult department had 1,969 reference transactions in August, and 
hosted 6 programs with a total attendance of 82 people.   

 
The Young Adult department offered 15 teen programs for August with 143 in 
attendance, and an additional 42 registrants for the summer reading game who read 
197 books. 

 
The Children’s department had a total of 2,624 attendees for the summer reading game 
programs and ran 79 programs over the summer. 

 
For electronic resources, 962 items were borrowed from Overdrive, there were 288 
uses of the public computers, and over 49,385 followers on social media. 

 
The Library circulated 11,026 items in the month of July and had 21,344 visitors 
counted by the people counter.  

 
Personnel – The Library has eliminated the Caretaker department and both of the part 
time caretakers have been laid off.  ARCO cleaners based in Mount Kisco has been 
contracted to provide cleaning services, resulting in a substantial cost savings for the 
Library. 
 
Building – A new water heater has been installed in the Library. 

 
The new cleaning company, ARCO, has finished their preliminary deep cleaning of the 
building.  The carpets, tiles, and windows are scheduled for cleaning in September and 
October. 

 
Miscellaneous: 
The Somers Historical Society has nominated the Library for an "Award for Excellence" 
from the Greater Hudson Heritage Network for our collaborative work on the seed 
garden with the Historical Society, the Girls Scouts, St. Luke’s Church, and the local 
schools. 

 
Mrs. DiSanto is working with Michelle Kushner who is a Girl Scout working on her Gold 
Award.  There was a meeting on Monday, August 31 to finalize details and publicity.  
The 1st installment of Michelle’s program will be October 10. 

 
The Library held a summer clearance sale on all books, CD’s, and DVD’s.  In just one 
day, 60 music CD’s were purchased.  The Library was able to clean out their stockpile 
of books, and plans to hold these sales on a quarterly basis. 



 
Several new books have been added to the Local History collection.  These include a 
book about The Leatherman, The Bronx River in History and Folklore, The Spirit of New 
York: Defining Events in the Empire State’s History, Freedom Journey: Black Civil War 
Soldiers and the Hills Community, Westchester County, New York, and Long Island and 
the Civil War: Queens, Nassau, and Suffolk Counties during the War Between the 
States. 

 
The Library has new DIY kits (two knitting, two crochet) that can be checked out, so that 
patrons can try it out before spending time and money gathering supplies and tools. 
Each kit contains a set of needles, a book, and a DVD that must be returned with the kit. 
Users supply their own yarn.  Funding from the Friends of Somers Library made these 
purchases possible, and the Library hopes to add more of these types of kits in the 
future.  One comment after posting this on our Facebook page was from Patricia 
Compton who said “This is super.  Clearly the staff at the Somers Library are 
working to make it the great resource it is. Thank you!!” The kits are temporarily 
shelved where the cake pans are. 

 
Paula Clinchy, Librarian at Primrose School, told our children’s staff “Today, some first 
grade students told me that they read with the Therapy dogs over the summer.  
They said that it was one of the favorite things they did at the public library.”  Mrs. 
DiSanto sent Mrs. Clinchy a letter to jumpstart the collaboration with Primrose with the 
1st Grade Reading Teachers, and our Therapy Dog program. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
Mrs. Mignardi reported that the Foundation will have a table at the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Celebrate Somers event on Saturday, September 12.  The 5K Race is on 
the 13th.  Check-in is at 8:00 a.m. and the race begins at 9:00 a.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Personnel Policy – Mrs. Parisi presented the Board with a revised copy of the 
Personnel Policy.  A review and discussion ensued.  The Bylaws and Statement of 
Policies will also have to be reviewed.   
 
Resignation – It is with much regret that Mr. Hasl accepted the resignation of Mrs. 
Reidy after 51 years of service as a Trustee.  The members are sad to see Mrs. Reidy 
leave, but are most grateful for her years of dedication. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library.  
 
 
 
 
 



Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


