
 

 

SOMERS LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PO Box 443, Somers, NY 10589 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

August 11, 2010 
 

President Stockwell called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Claire Damon, Jim Hasl, William Kehoe, Fausta Mc 
Dermott, Liz Mignardi, Laura Parisi, Jean Reidy, Barbara Stockwell and Christine 
Williamson-Canavan. 
 
The Library Director Patricia Miller was also in attendance. 
 
Announcements and Correspondence 
There was an article and picture in the Library Trustees Association newsletter 
about Mrs. Reidy receiving the Velma K. Moore award.  The newsletter was 
distributed. 
 
Thanks were extended to Christine Robbins for the donation of a CD player for 
the Library.  She has offered to help secure additional items that the Library is in 
need of. 
 
The Ice Cream Social to culminate the Summer Reading program was held 
earlier today.  Over 130 people were in attendance.  The raffle winners were 
drawn and $1,070 was generated.  Thanks were extended to the following for 
securing or donating prizes: Cold Stone Creamery, Chili’s, Laura Parisi, Fausta 
Mc Dermott, Liz Mignardi, John Scarcella, Val and Jeff Herman, Grand Prix New 
York, Joe Schiavone, Bistro 19 and 7 Stars Diner.  Betsy Bishop and Vicki Di 
Santo did an excellent job with the Summer Reading program. 
 
Sunshine Restaurant was thanked for donating pizzas for the Teen Summer 
Reading program.   
 
A thank you was sent to the Putnam County Savings Bank for sponsoring the 
printing of library card sleeves and bookmarks. 
 
Somers Colonial donated a $50.00 gift certificate for the Book Bingo.  A thank 
you was sent as well. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Stockwell made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of July 14, 2010 
as submitted.  All were in favor.    
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited 



 

 

Vouchers #8 and the Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  The Analysis of 
Gift Fund Accounts was not done in time for the meeting.  It will be emailed to 
everyone.  Mrs. Williamson-Canavan made a motion to approve the Abstract of 
Audited Vouchers #8, dated August 11, 2010 in the amount of $65,411.57, which 
included voucher numbers 66077 to 66100.  All were in favor.  
 
The bill for Arden Business Systems Inc. was for copies and that of CIA was for a 
service call.  DVD’s were purchased from DV&A.  De Lage Laden is the copier 
leasing company.  The fee paid to Heights Elevator Corp. is done so monthly.  
Magazines were bought from WT Cox. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
All Trustees received a copy of Mrs. Miller’s Monthly Report and the minutes of 
the Somers Library Staff Meeting held on July 29, 2010. 
 
Library Charter - Mr. Kehoe made a motion to approve the Library Charter 
amendment defining the service area to read “the Somers Library serves the 
residents of the Town of Somers” as recommended by Joseph J. Mattie, Library 
Development Specialist II, Division of Library Development, New York State 
Education Department, and that the Petition and Resolution be signed by the 
Board President and Corresponding Secretary.  This will assure that the Somers 
Library Charter is in conformance with NYS funding laws.  All were in favor. 
 
Personnel - Mrs. Damon made a motion to hire Brendan Gerety as a student 
page (L14365) at a salary of $8.00/hour, with a start date of August 2, 2010.  As 
required by Westchester County Civil Service Rules, it is necessary for Mr. 
Gerety to serve a probationary period of a minimum of twelve (12) weeks to a 
maximum of fifty-two (52) weeks. The probationary period may be terminated for 
unsatisfactory performance at any time after the completion of the minimum 
period service and on or before the maximum period of service. All were in favor. 
 
Mrs. Damon made a motion to hire Victoria D’Amore as a student page (L14365) 
at a salary of $8.00/hour, with a start date of August 9, 2010.  As required by 
Westchester County Civil Service Rules, it is necessary for Ms. D’Amore to serve 
a probationary period of a minimum of twelve (12) weeks to a maximum of fifty-
two (52) weeks. The probationary period may be terminated for unsatisfactory 
performance at any time after the completion of the minimum period service and 
on or before the maximum period of service. All were in favor. 
 
Mrs. Damon made a motion to hire Sharon Wiggins as a substitute librarian 
(L14362) at a regular salary of $24.31/hour ($36.47/hour on Sundays), with a 
start date of August 14, 2010.  As required by Westchester County Civil Service 
Rules, it is necessary for Ms. Wiggins to serve a probationary period of a 
minimum of twelve (12) weeks to a maximum of fifty-two (52) weeks. The 
probationary period may be terminated for unsatisfactory performance at any 
time after the completion of the minimum period service and on or before the 



 

 

maximum period of service. All were in favor. 
 
Foursquare - It was explained that Foursquare, a Web 2.0 application, is a 
competitive game which has the potential to track people and is used to 
encourage people to visit the Library and use various resources.  Since the 
Somers Library is ahead of most of the other libraries in the Westchester Library 
System, in terms of social media, Rob Caluori of WLS asked the Somers Library 
to try it out. 
 
Libretto Collection - The Libretto Collection (operas) has been updated in 
hopes of encouraging circulation of these materials. 
 
Finance Report - Mrs. Mc Dermott commended Margaret Widman for once 
again working to save money for the Library.  This was exhibited by a $100 
savings on the Barron’s subscription, and a substantial discount rebate with 
Crystal Rock. 
 
Statistics - All Trustees were given a copy of the Monthly Circulation Statistics. 
 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Budget and Finance - The Supervisor has asked that the 2011 budget be 
submitted to her office by August 27.  A meeting will be held on August 19 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Library to discuss this. 
 
Mr. Kehoe reminded all that the Auditors presented a Management Letter to the 
Town with recommendations after they completed the audit.  Those for the 
Library are: a revised balance sheet presentation of the fund balance, and a 
review and rework of the investment policy. 
 
Building - The roofing specs are finished, thanks to much help from Tom 
Tooma, Assistant Building Inspector.  The official Notice to Bidders will appear in 
newspapers today.  A site walk is required with Mr. Tooma and the bid opening 
will be held at 10:00 a.m. on August 25 at the Town House.  Specs have been 
sent to four roofers who were recommended to Mrs. Miller.  Funding exists for 
about half the anticipated cost of the project, and the Town will be asked to fund 
the rest. 
 
A second quote was received for repairing the downstairs restroom.  Mrs. Miller 
will speak to the Supervisor as to how to proceed. 
 
Mrs. Miller has secured a price to purchase a new water fountain and will get 
installation costs.  She will refer this to the Supervisor as well. 
 
There is no update on the septic project, and the mold situation still exists. 
 
Water continues to leak underneath the wall behind the information desk from the 



 

 

room where the Reis Park water chlorination tanks and pumps are located.  
Solutions to resolve it have not been successful.  Mrs. Miller will speak to the 
Supervisor about this on-going issue. 
 
The diaphragms in the mechanisms that flush the toilets in the two restrooms on 
the main floor are getting stuck.  Mrs. Miller has been instructed as to how to 
temporarily fix them.  This situation will have to be repaired permanently in the 
future, especially as the back up downstairs bathroom is closed pending 
resolution of the pump issue. 
 
Bylaws and Policy - The Library Charter Petition and Resolution was discussed 
under Director’s Report and Staff Minutes.  Work continues on updates to the 
Emergency Procedure Policy, and the Computer Use Policy.   
 
Mr. Kehoe sent an email to all encouraging them to review the Board Source 
Materials available through WLS which provide valuable information about 
improving the contribution of individual board members to a nonprofit and ways 
to make the organization more effective.  It is quick reading and very useful.  Mrs. 
Miller will try to secure a copy for all to share. 
 
Long Range Planning - Mr. Hasl has completed the web based survey and will 
be sending it to the Committee for their review in the morning.  Then it will be 
sent to the entire Board for review and comment.  He is in the process of testing 
it as well.  Mr. Hasl is also compiling an email list of patron and resident email 
addresses.  Mrs. Stockwell reminded everyone that the lists procured from other 
organizations (such as the Town) must not be used for purposes other than the 
survey mailing unless permission has been given by the list owners.  Mr. Hasl 
indicated that if any of the recipients requested more information directly from the 
Library as a result of the communication, then we could contact them thereafter. 
 
Personnel - Mrs. Damon had nothing new to report this evening. 

Public Relations - The Committee has met a few times and all agreed that in 
this time of economic downfall, a theme of garnering public support for the 
Library must be a priority.  This is the first time the Library is reaching out to the 
community since the expansion vote.  Ways in which to accomplish this goal 
were discussed.  All agreed that this must be handled tactfully.  Supervisor 
Murphy will also be told of this endeavor in advance.   

The Staff Party that Mrs. Reidy has graciously agreed to sponsor with a portion 
of the money from the Velma K. Moore award will be held in September.  Bistro 
19 is being researched as the venue. 

Prior to the next Board meeting on September 8, a meeting will be held with the 
Friends of the Somers Library from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Library.  Mrs. Miller 
will secure a head count.  Refreshments will be served and name tags created.  
Mrs. Stockwell prepared an agenda and asked that Mr. Hasl, Mr. Kehoe, Mrs. 



 

 

Parisi and Mrs. Williamson-Canavan speak for 5 to 7 minutes on the Survey, 
Building, Public Relations, and Budget respectively.  There will also be time 
allotted for open discussion. 
 
Technology - Next month a discussion will take place regarding two new work 
stations for the Children’s Room. 
 
Friends of the Somers Library 
The Friends are not meeting in August. 
 
The Trustees went into Executive Session, not to return to the public meeting, to 
discuss salaries. The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 8, 2010 at 7:30 
p.m., following a meeting with The Friends scheduled from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in 
the Library. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 
 
  
 
 


