
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
August 10, 2016 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, Laura Parisi, Ann 
Westerman, and Christine Williamson-Canavan. 
 
Paula Chamoun was absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Mignardi made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on July 13, 
2016 as submitted.  Mrs. Parisi seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
Mr. Hasl received an email from a patron that was upset that the Library doesn’t have 
more evening hours.  He responded with an outline of the obstacles. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment this evening. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #8, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #8, dated August 10, 2016 in the amount of 
$87,622.96, which included voucher numbers 87327 to 87349.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Carnow.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $12,602.31.  The largest 
expenditures were: Baker and Taylor (books) $2,780, Midwest Tape (library materials) 
$1,510 and Gumdrop Books (children’s books) $1,251.  Payroll and benefit charges 
were $75,020.65.  Total Library spending for all accounts was $87,622.96. 
 
$589.14 was spent out of the Gift Fund for programs and program supplies. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
This month the Library had 2,774 reference transactions, 21,813 visitors to the Library, 
13,187 items circulated, 241 uses of the public computers, 34 uses of the conference 



rooms, 1,052 items circulated on overdrive, 86 programs, and a total program 
attendance of 1,301 people.  WLS has not released the WiFi usage statistics.   

 
The technical services department has processed 200 new items this month. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
Mr. Farber will be away on vacation from September 6 to 9. 
 
BUILDING: 
The Library has been awarded the NYS construction grant in the amount of $88,725 for 
the bathroom renovations.  This was the largest award in Westchester County. 

 
The HVAC system for the reading and program rooms, as well as the basement has 
failed.  The estimate to replace all three units that are original to the building is $62,000.  
These units provide both heat and air conditioning.  Bids have been sent out and are to 
be returned by August 22.  Once replaced the oldest HVAC unit would be five years old. 

 
During our annual elevator inspection it was determined that the emergency phone in 
the elevator has broken and there is oil in the pit.  The cost of replacing the phone and 
cleaning the pit is $1,582.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The Recreation Department Story Times, Movies and Lego programs are in demand as 
weather has been very hot for the campers.  Mrs. DiSanto has worked with Parks and 
Recreation Assistant Superintendent Andrew Johnson and Somers Day Camp Director 
Maria Maguire to offer library services (story times, Lego programs, movies on an as-
needed basis). 

 
Judika Lieberman is now putting together the monthly raffle baskets.  We thank her, as 
well as Chris Adler for having done that for many years.  Currently, baskets to be put 
together are behind the reference desk.  Cellophane ribbons are on top of the seed 
library cabinet. 

 
Mr. Farber has been investigating the Library’s ability to create an Amazon business 
account and order without the need for a credit card.  We are able to apply for an 
account that would send us an invoice at the end of every month, and can pay via 
check.  This would help limit the amount of time a staff member has to use their own 
credit cards for purchases. 

 
Mr. Farber would recommend that the Library look into a business credit card, and 
create a policy for its use.  Currently when staff needs to purchase refreshments or last 
minute program supplies they must pay out of pocket.  If they use a credit card as 
payment they have to submit their credit card statement and receipt, and wait for the 
monthly town checks for reimbursement.   

 
WLS will be installing the new catalog computer in August, which was donated by the 



Lions Club. 
 

The Library is hosting a concert in Reis Park on Friday, August 12th at 7:30 p.m.  This 
concert was made possible by the funding of the Friends of the Somers Library.  If the 
Friday night concert series is successful, Mr. Farber plans on a month of concerts next 
summer. 
 
Direct Energy Solar will be installing the 5kw solar system on the Library roof on 
Sunday, August 14.  A ceremony will be held on September 1 at 10:00 a.m. in front of 
the Library. 
 
In the fall, the Library will receive $2,500 on behalf of Senator Murphy, which will be 
used for museum passes. 
 
Mr. Farber is working on a Gannett Grant for five laptops, a storage cart and software. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
The 5K run/family walk is scheduled for September 18. 
 
A Parent’s Night Out event will be held in November at the Mahopac Golf Club to kick-
off a fundraiser for improvements to the Children’s Room.   
 
A tree of life will be purchased as well in an effort to raise funds.  Research is being 
done for one that is free standing and can act as a double sided wall petition. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A motion was made by Mrs. Westerman to conclude the probationary appointment of 
Tara Ferretti Librarian I and appoint her as permanent Librarian I effective August 11, 
2016.  Mr. Hasl seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Congratulations were offered 
to Mrs. Ferretti. 
 
Mr. Carnow has secured a landscape designer to create a landscape plan for the front 
of the Library.  He should have it by next week.  It can be used as a guide for moving 
forward. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled to be held on September 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 



 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


