
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
July 13, 2016 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Paula Chamoun, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, 
Laura Parisi, Ann Westerman, and Christine Williamson-Canavan. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Mignardi made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on June 15, 
2016 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no Announcements and Correspondences. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment this evening. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #7, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #7, dated July 13, 2016 in the amount of 
$96,369.49, which included voucher numbers 86854 to 86879.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $44,095.22.  The largest 
expenditures were: WESTLYNX (library services) $29,145, Baker and Taylor (books) 
$4,552 and United Metro Energy (oil) $1,307.  Payroll and benefit charges were 
$52,274.27.  Total Library spending for all accounts was $96,369.49. 
 
$1,020 was spent out of the Gift Fund for a Dell laptop provided by the Somers Lions 
and as per a trial agreement with the Friends of the Somers Library, an $8,000 gift was 
given towards programming. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
This month the Library had 2,880 reference transactions, 18,533 visitors to the Library, 
10,723 items circulated, 261 uses of the public computers, 996 uses of the WiFi, 19 
uses of the conference rooms, 880 items circulated on overdrive, 54 programs, and a 
total program attendance of 1,905 people. 



 
The technical services department has processed 470 new items this month. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
Mr. Farber was away on vacation from June 24 until July 6.   
 
BUILDING: 
The HVAC system for the program room is broken, and there has been no air 
conditioning for 2 weeks.  The control system will need to be replaced, and will be 
added to the automation software that controls the rest of the building.  C.F. Air 
Conditioning and Heating has given an estimate in the amount of $3,800.  We will also 
be moving forward with the fuel line repair before the winter which will be in the amount 
of $3,200. 

 
Mr. Dammeyer has repaired the gutters, and the water leak in the reading room appears 
to be resolved.  He has begun repairs on the remaining gutter seams around the 
building. 
 
One key opens all the doors in the Library.  Both the kitchen and Program Room 
accesses really need new locks and keys.  A card swipe system for those two doors is 
being researched as well. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The Summer Reading Games have begun for all three departments, starting June 23. 

 
Tara Ferretti is working on a special education group collaboration.  There will be a 
group of teen special education students who will be visiting the Library on the following 
Tuesdays in July, 12, 19, 26 and August, 2, 9.  Here is an excerpt from an email sent by 
the Special Education teacher, Katy Faivre: “We have started our Extended School 
Year program this week, and haven't forgotten about our wonderful experience with you 
last summer.  I have shared all the "tweens" programs with families and encouraged 
them to join in. Also, we are using your summer reading incentive program with the 
students in my classroom, and have already started tallying pages read, reviews of 
reading, etc., as the students complete their class reading assignments.  I'd love to 
share what we're doing with you and hope that it’s ok to use to redeem raffle tickets.  
Maybe we could set up a weekly visit again, even if just to come over to do our 
"independent/tech reading", or our read aloud of "Zen and the Art of Faking it" (we are 
doing this together as required reading for the 7th and 8th graders.” 

 
Mrs. Ferretti has also started a Teen Initiated Programming (T.I.P @ Somers Library).  It 
is a goal of hers to promote and encourage teen volunteering in the form of teen 
initiated programming, which basically allows teens to create their own service project 
for the community.  She is working with a teen, Nitin Seshadri, who has created a math 
help website for algebra and geometry under the guidance of a high school teacher.  
She is currently assisting him in creating a program(s) for teens this fall that will use his 
website to help others struggling in math. 



 
Vicki DiSanto has been working on additional collaborations with the Parks and 
Recreation Department, including: Braille books for story time (Mrs. DiSanto discussing 
this with Somers Day Camp Director Maria Maguire), Fall Story Time; Enrichment 
activity (Mrs. DiSanto discussing with Recreation Supervisor Andrew Johnson), and a 
Tuesday movie that the Library is showing for the Parks and Recreation Department 
After Camp program, and inviting other children to view as well. 

 
Susan Cody and Mr. Farber have been working on a double concert for the summer, 
which will run in Reis Park on a Friday evening in August.  This is funded by the Friends 
of the Somers Library.  The Parks and Recreation Department has reserved the pavilion 
for the first two Fridays in August for this concert.  
 
The bill pay vendor for late fees will be issuing quarterly checks to the Library. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
The 5K run is scheduled for September 18, with a family rate of $25.00.  Sponsors are 
in the process of being solicited and three donations have been received to date. 
 
Work continues on a Parent’s Night Out event in November at the Mahopac Golf Club to 
kick-off a fundraiser for improvements to the Children’s Room which will be rededicated 
in memory of Jean Reidy upon completion.  Initial funds will be used for a children’s 
themed tree. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A motion was made by Mrs. Parisi to conclude the probationary appointment of Andrew 
Farber Library Director II and appoint him as permanent Library Director II effective 
June 1, 2016.  All were in favor.  Congratulations were offered to Mr. Farber. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled to be held on August 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


