
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
June 15, 2016 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, and Ann Westerman. 
 
Paula Chamoun, Laura Parisi and Christine Williamson-Canavan were absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Mignardi made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on May 11, 
2016 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no Announcements and Correspondences. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment this evening. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #6, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #6, dated June 8, 2016 in the amount of 
$61,890.84, which included voucher numbers 86562 to 86579.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $9,956.09.  The largest expenditures 
were: Baker and Taylor (books) $2,372 and SEBCO Books (books) $1,319.  Payroll and 
benefit charges were $51,934.75.  Total Library spending for all accounts was 
$61,890.84. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
This month the Library had 2,940 reference transactions, 17,151 visitors to the Library, 
10,230 items circulated, 248 uses of the public computers, 948 uses of the WiFi, 19 
uses of the conference rooms, 1,112 items circulated on overdrive, 103 programs, and 
a total program attendance of 1,299 people.  The technical services department has 
processed 450 new items this month. 
 
PERSONNEL: 



Beth Levine has started at the Somers Library as of June 2nd as the new Library 
Assistant. 

 
Edith Felis, Jane Rothschild, Diane Montero-Heyert, and Anne Dehn attended a 
cataloging class at WLS, and returned with instructions on enabling an advanced 
search feature in Sirsi Workflows.  The advanced search option on the staff computers 
has been implemented.  

 
Mr. Farber will be away on vacation for the week of June 25th. 
 
BUILDING: 
The solar panel project has been continuing to progress, with Direct Solar Energy 
coming out to map out the roof and electrical systems.  They expect to begin the 
installation in June or July. 

 
The grouting on the Library exterior is deteriorating in multiple areas, mostly under the 
seams of the gutters.  Mr. Dammeyer has patched one of the seams as a test, which 
has held up in the recent rain storms.  He has also begun removing the damaged grout, 
and re-concreting the affected areas. 

 
As a result of a power failure there was an air conditioning outage in the Program 
Room.  It was determined that a breaker on the air handler in the storage room had 
tripped and the unit itself was undamaged.  While the unit was being investigated, it was 
determined that there was an issue with the automation software.  A service call took 
place on June 10. 

 
The Parks and Recreation Department has agreed to place a picnic table in front of the 
Library for the patrons to use while they renovate the tennis courts.  When the tennis 
courts are finished, a permanent picnic table will be placed. 
 
Mr. Dammeyer completed installing the new sound panels in the Program Room. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The Somers Library is offering Somers High School students the opportunity to use the 
Library after hours to study for final exams.  The Library will have extended hours and/or 
dedicated study areas available to the students on the following dates: June 13, 14, 15, 
and 16, from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  The Library’s Program Room will be reserved for 
group studying and the Reading Room reserved for quiet study.  The Library will also 
have quick stress-busting activities to help students get through the strain of finals 
week.  This is a drop-in/drop-out program.  The front doors of the Library will be locked 
at 5:00 p.m. on June 13, 14 and 15, but the side entrance will be open for teens.  Since 
Thursday, June 16 is the Library’s late night, the Library will be open to the public until 
8:00 p.m.  Local businesses, Bobo’s Café and Route 100 Market will be supplying the 
snacks and refreshments.  Planning for the Final Exam Cram started in the late winter.  
Pamela Read, the High School Librarian who has been very supportive of collaboration 
with the Library, forwarded Tara Ferretti’s ideas for this program to Kevin Guidotti, the 



Assistant Principal.  Mr. Guidotti was instrumental in getting this program into the 
weekly high school email to parents, which is a highly coveted advertising vehicle.  Also, 
Mr. Guidotti along with Mark Bayer, the High School principal presented this program to 
the Parent Student Teacher Association at their May meeting.  The High School has 
also supported the Library with this program and our Summer Reading Program by 
placing flyers in their library and study hall areas.  

 
Valerie Herman was the focus of a write up in The Somers Record about the Library’s 
use of Pinterest and other social media.  One of our patrons, Howard Hellman 
contacted The Somers Record suggesting this might make an interesting article.  
 
Book Bingo begins on June 23.  This is for adults over the age of 18.  Patrons should fill 
out a registration form and give it to the reference librarian (forms and bingo cards will 
be available at the Reference Desk).  

 
There is a new Book Club called Friday Afternoon.  The Blue Sheep Book Group will be 
going on their own since most of them have kindles. 

 
1st Grade Tours went smoothly on May 25 and 26, with a rain date on May 31.  Gift 
bags were supplied by the Friends of the Somers Library.  129 new library cards were 
issued for 179 students - 72% of the 1st grade! 

 
Vicki Herman and Betsy Bishop will present the Summer Reading Program to the Town 
Hall Meeting at Somers Intermediate School on June 17 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
The Friends of the Somers Library have agreed to change their current funding model, 
and will now supply the Library with a block grant earmarked for the different 
department’s uses.  They will be provided with statistics on the programs that are being 
run.  They have also started a volunteer program, and will help with the setup and 
breakdown of programs as needed, as well as provide head counts for programs that 
happen after hours. 

 
The Library has started advertising concerts in order to brand all of the programs that 
occur at the Library.  The majority of concerts are coordinated with Susan Cody, a 
member of the Friends of the Somers Library.  Ms. Cody and Mr. Farber are working 
together on the concert selections. 

 
Mr. Farber is currently investigating the possibility of offering morning Tai Chi classes 
outside of the Library on the lawn.   
 
The Somers Library Foundation pays for a yearly subscription to Grant Station and Mr. 
Farber has been researching it for possible opportunities. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
The 5K run is scheduled for September 21. 
 



There will be a Parent’s Night Out in November at the Mahopac Golf Club to kick-off a 
fundraiser for improvements to the Children’s Room which will be rededicated in 
memory of Jean Reidy upon completion.  Initial funds will be used for a children’s 
themed tree. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Carnow presented a proposed renovation plan for the entry vestibule.  All were 
delighted with project.  Mrs. Mignardi will bring it to the Somers Library Foundation for 
approval as they will be funding it. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled to be held on July 13 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


