
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
May 11, 2016 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Paula Chamoun, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, and Christine 
Williamson-Canavan. 
 
Ian Carnow, Laura Parisi and Ann Westerman were absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Christine Williamson-Canavan made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
meeting held on April 13, 2016 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
Mr. Hasl received an invitation from the Somers Partners in Prevention to attend their 
2nd annual coffee on April 26. Unfortunately he was not able to attend as he just found 
the letter in his folder earlier this week.  He would have gone if he saw the invite in time. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment this evening. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #5, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mr. Hasl made a motion to approve the 
Abstract of Audited Vouchers #5, dated May 11, 2016 in the amount of $60,147.67, 
which included voucher numbers 86287 to 86305.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $8,455.61.  The largest expenditures 
were: Baker and Taylor (books) $2,267, The Penworthy Company (books) $1,115, and 
NYSEG (electric) $1,023.  Payroll and benefit charges were $50,743.31.  Total Library 
spending for all accounts was $60,147.67. 
 
The 2017 budget planning process will begin soon. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
This month we had 3,189 reference transactions, 17,954 visitors to the Library, 11,441 
items circulated, 291 uses of the public computers, and 23 uses of the conference 



 

rooms, 1,012 items circulated on overdrive, 102 programs, and a total program 
attendance of 1,411 people. 

 
The technical services department has processed 302 new items this month. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
Valerie Herman, Vicki DiSanto, and Tara Ferretti attended the Westchester Library 
Association’s annual conference in May. 

 
Andrew Farber will be away on vacation for the week of May 16. 
 
BUILDING: 
The acoustic panels have arrived, and will be installed on May 11. 

 
The panic bar has been installed, and the staff has been trained on how to operate it.  
This allows the handicap entrance to function on the side entrance of the building. 

 
The Library has received a check in the amount of $478 from the insurance company to 
partially cover the cost of the damage to the bathrooms when heat was lost. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Due to the high demand and large wait list for the Psychic Medium program (138 on 
wait list); we are adding two additional programs which will be open for those on the 
wait lists first.  The next program will take place on June 4 at 1pm, and again on July 23 

at 1pm.  The program has proven to be so popular that we may add a session in 
September as well.  

 
Pete Ferretti’s Eagle Scout Court of honor was held on May 1.  His project was 
refurbishing the Library’s patio, including replacing old railroad ties, trimming the juniper 
bushes, repairing the fence, stripping and repainting the rusting hand rails, and building 
a new bench to be used for programs. 

 
The tax forms have been removed, and the magazine swap has been placed in the 
lobby. 

 
The Kindergarten bus ride has been scheduled for June 1.  

 
The Library participated in the Somers Springs Into Sustainability event on April 30.  We 
shared information on our seed lending library, and the Historical Society provided an 
iPad with a slideshow for the table. 
 
The Westchester Library System’s (WLS) new funding model was reviewed and 
discussed.  It will represent a 1.76% savings for the Library. 
 
WLS is moving to a new location tomorrow.  Some services will be interrupted 
beginning at 3:00 p.m. and continuing until Friday.  Staff members have made every 



 

effort to reduce the impact of this interruption on the patrons. 
 
A check in the amount of $56.00 was received for a fax class action lawsuit.  It is being 
researched for authenticity. 
 
Library patron Emma Walters paid a nice compliment to Mr. Farber about staff members 
Val Herman and Diane Montero-Heyert.  She appreciated their kindness and 
assistance. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
The Spring Luncheon held on April 20 was a terrific success. 
 
Plans are underway for the 5K Race/Walk on September 18.  The event will be 
dedicated to Jean Reidy and the proceeds will be put toward renovations of the 
children’s room, which is already named for Jean, but will be rededicated when the work 
is complete. 
 
In November, an event will be held to kick off a tree of life that will be placed in the 
Library.  The exact site is to be determined. 
 
The Foundation would like to move forward on making improvements to the lobby of the 
Library at the earliest possible convenience. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A motion was made by Mr. Hasl to hire Beth Levine as a full time Library Assistant.  All 
were in favor. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled to be held on June 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


