
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 13, 2016 

 
Vice President Parisi called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Paula Chamoun, Laura Parisi, Ann 
Westerman, and Christine Williamson-Canavan. 
 
Jim Hasl and Liz Mignardi were absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber and resident Joe Maurantonio were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Christine Williamson-Canavan made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
meeting held on March 9, 2016 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no Announcements and Correspondences. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment this evening. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #4, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #4, dated April 13, 2016 in the amount of 
$70,746.20, which included voucher numbers 85978 to 86016.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $20,523.42.  The largest 
expenditures were: Baker and Taylor (books) $4,103, Davison Titles, Inc. (books) 
$1,942, Bee & Jay Plumbing (emergency freeze repairs) $1,478, and Midwest Tape 
(DVD’s) $1,441.  Payroll and benefit charges were $50,222.78.  Total Library spending 
for all accounts was $70,746.20. 
 
$9.69 was spent out of the Gift Fund and $50.00 was donated. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
This month the Library had 3,158 reference transactions, 16,689 visitors, 11,899 items 
circulated, 956 uses of the public Wi-Fi system, 280 uses of the public computers, 42 
uses of the conference rooms, 927 items circulated on overdrive, 77 programs, and a 



 

total program attendance of 707 people. 
 

The technical services department has processed 482 new items this month. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
The Library has a new page Jacob Adler.  He started on March 23rd, working on 
Wednesday afternoons.  Anika Jagow’s last day is April 14th.  Jacob will be taking 
Anika’s Thursday afternoon hours once she leaves in April.  Also, Anika said she will 
help out during the summer if we need her when pages go on vacation. 

 
Edith Felis went to a Circulation meeting on March 10th at WLS and Edith Felis, Diane 
Montero-Heyert, and Jane Rothschild went to a Book Repair Workshop in the afternoon 
on March 14th also at WLS.  Diane won a gift bag of supplies that she will be donating to 
the Library. 
 
Vicki DiSanto will sub for Linda Worthman over March and April for the Baby Time and 
Toddler Time classes. 
 
The Library Board of Trustees approved the hiring of Beth Levine as a full-time Library 
Assistant.  She will report to Vicki DiSanto and work primarily in the children’s 
department. 
 
BUILDING: 
The replacement panic bar for the handicap side entrance has been installed and the 
panel today.  This was a custom unit that is no longer in production, and is in time for 
the April primary elections. 

 
The gutters are leaking at the seams, and water is damaging the grout on the exterior of 
the building.  Water has also entered the reading room and damaged the newly painted 
ceiling.  Assistant Building Inspector Tommy Tooma has been made aware of the issue 
and is investigating.  The grout and concrete on the exterior of the building is also 
starting to deteriorate in multiple areas and will need to be repaired and sealed.   
 
The Foundation has approved the purchase of new acoustic panels for the program 
room.  They have been ordered from Sam Ash and should be delivered in about two 
weeks.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The Somers Library Foundation luncheon will be taking place on April 20th. 

 
1st Grade Tours are set for May 24, 25, 26, and the Kindergarten Bus Ride will take 
place in the Program Room on June 1.  Vicki DiSanto has been in contact with Primrose 
Elementary School Principal Katie Winter and will make a presentation to both sessions 
of the programs, materials here at the library to the parents in attendance (this is an on-
going presentation by Vicki). 

 



 

The Library has been working on multiple collaborations this year; Somers Historical 
Society is a program called ‘Stepping Back in Time, local history program with Doris 
Jane Smith’, on-going for 5 weeks.  On March 23, Doris Jane did a stamp program for 
the Historical Society’s stamp program on April 2.  Open Gate has been coming to the 
Library twice monthly for a program here by Betsy Bishop.  Read across America has 
Primrose and Somers Intermediate School principals, assistant principals, librarians 
read to children in the Children’s Room.  SIS PTA will supply Grades 3 to 5 reading 
incentives over the summer as they have for the past 3 years, and the Somers 
Recreation Department collaborations will deepen as we will continue to offer story 
times/crafts, and new this year, movies on Tuesday afternoons. 

 
Vicki DiSanto is presently working on the database for the JE Non-Fiction.  A few more 
sections need to be done.  This project has taken 4 years to complete and all other 
sections of the Children’s Room have been scanned, corrected, relabeled.  In addition, 
a new section was created as part of the Parenting Section called the ‘Family Section’- 
these are books that parents can read to children regarding life’s transitional issues. 

 
We have been contacted by the Lower Adirondack Library System, Lewisboro 
Gardening Club and Purchase Library for information regarding our Seed Library.  Two 
members from the Garden Club stopped by to speak with Val Hermann and Tara 
Ferretti regarding set up, how we run the program etc., and we anticipate a visit from 
staff from the Lower Adirondack Library System. 

 
Vicki Plude from the Fort Edward Free Library contacted us with regards to our 
circulating cake pan collection.  They are looking to start lending out similar items, and 
were wondering how our kits were put together and policies.  She also inquired about 
our Seed Library.  Tara sent her some photos of the Seed Library and our brochure. 
Valerie also advised her about our circulating ‘Maker’ kits. 

 
The League of Women Voters will be hosting a table on Saturday April 9th and 16th from 
12:00 to 3:00 p.m. to assist patrons with registering to vote and answer any questions 
they may have.  

 
We received copies of Monumental Mysteries: Old Bet & Somers Elephant Hotel. 
Thanks to Don Penzine for making copies for the Library.  One copy will be added to the 
Local History collection; the other will circulate.  This was shown on the Travel Channel, 
and features Doris Jane Smith, Somers Town Historian, who speaks about Old Bet. 

 
Tara Ferretti has been in contact with the Somers High School to organize a finals week 
study session at the Library.  The school would like to start publicizing the program to 
their students by way of weekly newsletter and morning announcements at the school.  
In addition, the assistant principal will contact our PTA to see if any adults are willing 
and able to volunteer at the times Tara Ferretti listed and ask our teachers to begin 
compiling review materials. 
 
The PLDA has a new funding model that is forthcoming. 



 

 
A child ID event that is tied into Amber Alert is in the process of being planned for. 
 
Plans for Battle of the Book are underway and volunteers in need. 
 
The Town has been awarded a 5kW solar panel system that is being placed on the roof 
of the Library. 
  
Somers Library Foundation 
The Spring Luncheon will be held on April 20.  As of last night, 116 tickets have been 
sold. 
 
On May 1 a new fundraiser for the Foundation will begin.  Folks bringing items to the 
Once Upon A Child consignment shop in the Somers Commons shopping center have 
the option to donate a portion of their earnings to the Foundation.  In addition, the store 
will donate 10% of their sales for the entire month of May to the Foundation. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business this evening. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


