
SOMERS LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PO Box 443 

Somers, NY 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 10, 2013 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, Laura Parisi, Jean 
Reidy, Ann Westerman, and Christine Williamson-Canavan 
 
Bill Kehoe was absent. 
 
Library Director Pat Miller and Councilman Rich Clinchy were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Hasl made a motion to approve the minutes of the monthly meeting held on March 
13, 2013 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no Announcements and Correspondences this evening. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited 
Vouchers #4, the Somers Library Vouchers and Gift Fund were distributed.  Mrs. 
Westerman made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #4, dated April 
10, 2013 in the amount of $69,638.48, which included voucher numbers 75557 to 
75584.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $16,146.47.  There was $1,000 
spent from the Gift Fund.  Last month, $5,654.82, or 35% of discretionary spending, 
went to the business of the Library (books, reading materials, etc.). The largest 
expenditures were: Bayridge Fuel $4,238; North County Electric $2,679; Baker and 
Taylor Books (books and library materials) $2,345; NYSEG $1,183; and The Teaching 
Company (DVD’s and CD’s) $1,044.  Payroll and benefits charges were $53,492.01.  
Total Library spending for all accounts was $69,638.48.  
 
Mrs. Westerman will be doing an analysis on fuel expenses. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
All Trustees received a copy of Mrs. Miller’s Monthly Report, as well as the Staff 
Meeting minutes from March 28, 2013. 
 
Read Away Fines – Mrs. Miller requested Board approval for a children’s program to 



“Read Away Fines” during National Library Week (April 15 to 20) to encourage children 
to read.  They will read in a place visible to the Library staff in order for their fines to be 
waived from their card only, for $1.00 per 20 minutes, maximum of $3.00 per day.  Mrs. 
Mignardi made a motion to sponsor Read Away Fines. All were in favor. 
 
Parking Lot Construction – As a result of the parking lot construction, the Library was 
closed Wednesday, April 3 through Sunday, April 7.  It was supposed to reopen on 
Monday, April 8, but the contractor decided it should cure for another week.  It will open 
on April 15.  Several programs and meetings were either cancelled or moved to another 
location.  For example, the Friends of the Somers Library concert on Sunday April 7, 
was held at the Town House. 
 
iPads – Two new iPads were funded by the Friends.  One is located in the adult area 
and the other, in children’s.  A few apps have been loaded and more will be added as 
needed.  Staff members Mrs. Herman and Mrs. Reilly are available to give lessons to 
patrons who may need them. 
 
New Website – On April 1, Mrs. Miller and the Librarians attended a website 
creation/maintenance training conducted by Piper Mountain Webs through a conference 
call and online demo.  While the Library was closed due to the parking lot construction, 
they were able to spend time working on uploading items to the website, etc.  The site 
will also include a page for the Foundation, as well as the Friends.  Hopefully it will be 
up and running by the end of May. 
 
New Sound System – The new sound system paid for by the Friends was installed by 
Tim Reilly and it sounds great.  It includes six wireless microphones, three desktop and 
three lapel type.  Mr. Reilly will instruct all the staff how to operate it in about two weeks. 
 
Summer Reading Program – The Somers Intermediate School PTA will be partnering 
with the Library to introduce the Summer Reading Program online to students.  This will 
be in addition to the traditional approach of using folders and requiring visits to the 
Library.  It is the hope that many more students will be reached by offering this way of 
recording their reading online. 
 
Seed Library – The kick-off for the Seed Library was held on April 1 and so far it is 
going well.  It was suggested that the Heritage Hills Garden Club be approached, along 
with the schools in the district that have gardens. 
 
Circulation Statistics – The circulation statistics were distributed and the numbers 
continue to be down as compared to last year.  Again, this is likely the result of the 
recent storms, as well as the parking lot construction. 
 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
Mr. Carnow was to present the Board with the Building Committee’s priority update, but 
a decision was made to do so at the May meeting when Mr. Kehoe is present, as he is a 
member of that Committee. 



 
Somers Library Foundation 
The Spring Bridge and Games Luncheon will be held on April 17 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
GlenArbor Golf Club in Bedford Hills.  Tickets cost $40.  Ninety three people have 
registered to date and the Foundation is thrilled with the response.  There will also be a 
lot of great items available at the Silent Auction and Raffle. 
 
Friends of the Somers Library 
Two meetings have taken place over the last month.  All of Mrs. Miller’s requests were 
approved.  A decision was made to hold off on sponsoring a children’s book sale until a 
later date.  New Board member Nancy Tedrowe has been extremely helpful with doing 
advertising and publicity for Friends and Library events. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business this evening. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, May 8, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
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