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SOMERS LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PO Box 443 

Somers, NY 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

March 14, 2012 
 

President Stockwell called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Claire Damon, Jim Hasl, William Kehoe, Liz 
Mignardi, Jean Reidy, and Barbara Stockwell. 
 
Laura Parisi and Christine Williamson-Canavan were absent. 
 
Library Director Patricia Miller was also in attendance. 
 
Announcements and Correspondence 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan’s father-in-law passed away this afternoon. 
 
Councilman Clinchy is not able to attend the meeting this evening, but has committed to 
replacing the Library roof.  Supervisor Murphy echoed the same and also said the 
gutters will be replaced as well. 
 
Harry Bolton resigned as Town Councilman on March 12. 
 
The New York State Senate Advocacy Program has been having an impact.  All were 
reminded to contact their NYS representatives regarding library aid funding. 
 
On April 12, WLS will be having their annual Book and Author Luncheon. 
 
Staff member Ms. Herman has been getting compliments on the book jackets that she 
has been posting on Pinterest, an on-line bulletin board. 
  
The memorial service for Betty Beardsley will be held on Saturday, April 14, from 12:30 
to 3:30 p.m. at the Katonah Library.  Mrs. Reidy will send a note on behalf of the 
Trustees.  The League of Women Voters is accepting donations in her memory. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Kehoe made a motion to approve the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 
February 8, 2012 as submitted.  All were in favor.    
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited 
Vouchers #3, the Somers Library Vouchers and Gift Fund were distributed.  Mr. Hasl 



2 
 

made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #3, dated March 14, 2012 
in the amount of $62,151.05 which included voucher numbers 71758 to 71782.  All were 
in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $7,828.47, and Gift Fund spending 
totaled $1,212.41.  Last month, $5,630 or 78% of discretionary spending went to the 
business of the Library (books, reading materials, etc.).  The largest expenditures were: 
Baker and Taylor Books $2,447; Recorded Books $1,167; NYSE&G $969; Staples 
$619; and Cheap Snake $300.  Payroll and benefits charges were $54,322.58.  Total 
Library spending for all accounts was $62,151.05. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
All Trustees received a copy of Mrs. Miller’s Monthly Report and the minutes of the staff 
meeting held on February 28. 
 
WLS’s Revised Free Direct Access Plan – A motion was made by Mrs. Stockwell to 
accept the Westchester Library System’s Free Direct Access Plan as revised on 
February 3, 2012.  All were in favor. 
 
2012 Staff Holiday Schedule – A motion was made by Mrs. Reidy to make a change to  
the 2012 Staff Holiday Schedule that was presented and approved at the December 
2011 Library Board of Trustee’s meeting.  Instead of November 6, 2012 Election Day 
being a “Library Closed”, paid staff holiday, it will be changed to be a “Library Open”, 
paid staff floater holiday.  All were in favor. 
 
Middle School Book Club Lock-In – The Middle School Book Club Lock-In held on 
March 9 was a terrific success and a fun time was had by all. 
 
WLS Microsoft Office Upgrade – The WLS upgraded the computer software in the 
Library from Microsoft Office 2003 to 2010.  All staff has been encouraged to take 
advantage of an online tutorial service that WLS is offering called Lynda.com.  Mrs. 
Mignardi asked if this is something the Trustees can take advantage of as well.  Mrs. 
Miller will see if that is able to be done. 
 
Pirate Week – A Pirate Week was held the week of the Mid-Winter School Recess.  It 
was very well received and all who participated had a great time. 
 
Circulation Statistics – Monthly and yearly circulation statistics for the Library were 
distributed. 
 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Budget and Finance – A motion was made by Mr. Hasl to transfer $67.80 from Library 
Fund 005-9040.80 Worker’s Compensation Insurance to Library Fund 005-9045.80 Life 
Insurance.  All were in favor. 
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Building – Paul Tozzo of Tozzo Flooring offered to replace the carpeting in the area 
behind the Reference Desk with new vinyl flooring at no charge. 

The Supervisor has approved the expenditure to replace the flooring in the basement. 
The Library will pay for the replacement of basement flooring and then request 
reimbursement from the Town’s insurance reserve fund.  New carpeting shall be 
installed in the room downstairs and new vinyl flooring will be installed in the hallway at 
the bottom of the stairs.  An updated price quote for the basement flooring will be 
provided by Mr. Tozzo.  Kenny's Carpet in Carmel and Allen Carpet will also provide a 
quotes.  

A price quote to replace the damaged vinyl flooring in the kitchen area will be provided 
by Mr. Tozzo and Kenny's Carpet in Carmel.  An estimate from Sam's Flooring, as well 
as another vendor will also be provided. 

G2 Electric will provide a price quote to install light switches to control the main library 
lights which are currently controlled by panel breakers.  This will be compared to the 
quote to be received from Keating Electric. 

Several contract proposals for maintenance of the elevator were received and reviewed 
by the Building Committee.  At this point, several options exist for reducing the yearly 
maintenance expenditure while increasing the services provided.  The Committee is in 
the process of reviewing all proposals and intends on discussing with the Supervisor the 
options available to change the maintenance agreement. 

The Building Committee discussed the option of replacing a portion of the existing 
carpeting in the area of the computer terminals with vinyl flooring to eliminate the 
bunching of the carpeting and make it easier to roll the chairs at the computers.  After 
consulting with the flooring contractor and internal discussions with the Library staff, it 
was decided to leave the carpeting as is for the time being and to replace it with carpet 
tiles when needed when the carpeting becomes too badly damaged. 

Bylaws and Policy – The final draft of the updated Library Gallery Policy has been 
distributed to the Trustees for review.  A motion was made by Mr. Kehoe to approve the 
Library Gallery Policy as submitted.  All were in favor. 

The Library Board of Trustees has adopted the Friends of the Somers Library Policy; 
however, the Friends have not yet reviewed and commented on it.  They hope to do so 
at their next meeting. 

Long Range Planning – The Long Range Planning Committee met earlier today to 
review the status on work either underway or completed for Goals 2, 3 and 5.  Work is 
underway for Goals 1, 4 and 6 and will be reported on at a later time.  

A summary of the Long Range Planning Goals is as follows: 

Goal 1 - Physically improve the existing Library to create a more healthy and 



4 
 

comfortable environment for users. 

Goal 2 - Expand the Library’s technology program with a focus on fostering an 
information literate community and creating a greater technology presence in the 
Library. 

Goal 3 - Secure sustainable funding so that the Library will have stable and dependable 
sources of public and private funding to meet the community’s demands for library 
services. 

Goal 4 - Improve community awareness about the Library, its services and programs, 
and continue to build broad-based public support. 

Goal 5 - Make the Somers Library a destination library with wide appeal for people of all 
ages and diverse interests 

Goal 6 - Encourage children to discover the joy of reading and to become lifelong 
learners.   

Personnel – The staff evaluations have been completed by Mrs. Miller and the 
Committee will review them over the next week. 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Damon to approve hiring Craig Dammeyer as a page to 
replace Victoria D’Amore (L14365) at a salary of $8.00 per hour effective February 4, 
2012. 
 
Mrs. Miller has accepted the resignation of Raul Salazar, part time custodian who is 
accepting a full time position with benefits elsewhere. 
 
Public Relations – The Committee met and the various activities planned for Library 
Week/30th Year in the Park Celebration (April 9 to 14) are as follows: 
 
Monday - Instead of a Book Club meeting, an Author’s Night with Vinny Dacquino, from 
the Mahopac Library will be held.  He will be coming with 10 to 12 writers who will 
discuss various aspects of their writing experiences.  Book Clubs will receive an 
invitation and it will be open to the public as well.  Depending on the turn out, perhaps a 
“writing club” will be pursued by the Library in the future.  This will be held from 5:30 to 
8:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday – Plans will continue to have guest readers for the children, as well as 
cupcakes to celebrate the Library’s birthday! 
 
Wednesday - Mary Opfer (nutritionist) will come and give a talk to parents from 3:30 to 
5:00 p.m. to discuss easy recipes for healthy snacks for kids and helpful hints for 
feeding a picky eater. 
 
Thursday - Mary Parker, who is also doing an art display for the month of April, will 
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present a rug hooking demonstration from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Friday – A preview day for the Book Sale, which will be held on Saturday, April 14, will 
be held.  Sandy DeSena and Tom Lashnits are Co-Chairs with Chris Adler assisting. 
 
Story Walk, Drop in Crafts, a movie, Lego Day and an on-going contest of “My favorite 
thing about the Somers Library is….” for younger grades and “What will the Somers 
Library look like in 30 years?” for the upper grades, will run throughout the week. 
 
Saturday will include an amnesty day, new library card sign ups, a popcorn machine, 
balloons, juggler, raffle, kids’ room activities and face painting, along with an e-reader 
demonstration by Jamie Kay, Storytime Stage Reading Room (professional group), 
singing harp chamber music performer, and more! 
 
A meeting will be held tomorrow to discuss the above in further detail. 
 
Mrs. Parisi contacted Brett Freeman of The Somers Record to confirm their interest in 
running a story on the Library, ahead of Library Week and including a story about the 
History of the Library through an interview with Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Reidy, Mrs. Stockwell 
and/or Mr. Kehoe.  It is the hope that the article will run the last week in March. 
 
Technology – WLS is using Pay Pal for patrons to pay for over-due books, lost books, 
etc. and will reimburse the Library quarterly.  Mrs. Miller will speak to the Friends 
regarding their consideration of having a Donation access on their page of the Library 
website.  Arrangements can also be made to have their members pay for their dues on 
line. 
 
Mrs. Mignardi came across a mobile library application on the WLS website.  Mrs. Miller 
will research this further. 
 
Work will continue on the new website next week. 
  
Somers Library Foundation 
The last Foundation meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather. 
 
Friends of the Somers Library 
The Membership Chair reported that in 2011, there were 336 members (304 from 
renewals and 32 new) and $15,960 was collected.  As of March 5, 2012, 143 renewed 
memberships have been received and 7 new. 
 
Mrs. Miller has asked for a moderate amount of support for a Chinese Cooking and 
Introduction to Babysitting Classes, Summer Reading Kickoff, 1st Grade Library Visit, 
and I Love My Library Bags. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2012 Library Day – Mrs. Miller received a phone call from the Parks and Recreation 



6 
 

Department indicating that the pavilion is booking up quickly for fall weekend dates.  A 
decision has to be made as to whether or not a Library Day will be held this year, and if 
so, when.  A chairperson is needed as well.  Mrs. Mignardi will speak to the Foundation 
to see if anyone is interested. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, April 11, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 

  

  

 
 

  

  

 
 

  

  

 
 

  


