
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
December 9, 2015  

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 8:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, Laura Parisi and 
Christine Williamson-Canavan.  Paula Chamoun and Ann Westerman were absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Mignardi made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on November 
9, 2015 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
Mrs. Parisi received a phone call from Mrs. Reidy asking her to thank everyone for the 
luncheon that was held in her honor on November 15 at the Mahopac Country Club.  
She had a wonderful time and thoroughly enjoyed the book that was made for her.  Mr. 
Hasl also extended his thanks to Mrs. Chamoun and Mrs. Mignardi for a job well done in 
organizing the luncheon. 
  
Public Comments 
There was no Public Comment this evening. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers 
#12, and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mr. Hasl made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #12, dated December 9, 2015 in the amount 
of $69,482.18, which included voucher numbers 84804 to 84827.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $19,353.63.  The largest 
expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library materials) $5,286.72; CIA (quarterly 
charge and security system upgrades) $4,054.65; and SEBCO Books (library materials) 
$2,845.71.  Payroll and benefit charges were $50,128.18.  Total Library spending for all 
accounts was $69,482.18. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
The Adult department had 1,404 reference transactions this month, and hosted 10 
programs with a total attendance of 124 people.  This does not include the weekend 
concerts, as the Library has not received the attendance figures for those programs yet. 



 
The Children’s department had 55 programs, with a total attendance of 777 people. 

 
The Young Adult department had 17 programs, with a total attendance of 132 teens. 

 
For electronic resources the Library has had 237 uses of the public computers and 576 
uses of the public WiFi network, and there are about 55,000 followers on social media.  
Overdrive had 832 uses this month. 

 
The Library circulated 8,965 items in the month of October, and had 14,788 visitors 
counted by the people counter.  
 
PERSONNEL: 
Phyllis Nadelhaft will be retiring from her position as a part time substitute Library Clerk 
at the end of December.  Mr. Farber recommended that Shane Aiello, a part time page, 
be appointed to fill the part time position vacated by Ms. Nadelhaft.  Mrs. Mignardi made 
a motion to appoint Mr. Aiello to the part time substitute Library Clerk position.  All were 
in favor.   
 
BUILDING: 
The HVAC unit in the kitchen is being replaced early in December.  The units in the 
conference room are able to generate enough heat to use the room, and will be 
replaced at a later date. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
On November 28, the Library and the Historical Society worked together on a 
Gingerbread Cookie (elephants) Decorating program.  41 people attended.  Grace 
Zimmermann of the Somers Historical Society baked cookies and provided all the 
decorations for this project.  Patrons could take entry forms to participate in the 
Gingerbread Festival 2015 if they would like. 
 
Mrs. DiSanto has ordered additional Cinderella tales from WLS to support a Somers 
Intermediate School project where students have to read the original Cinderella tale and 
one additional tale from another country, and compare/contrast these tales using a 
Venn diagram.  These books are on display for the students’ project. 
 
Mrs. DiSanto and Mrs. Bishop were Guest Readers at Primrose on November 23, 24, 
and 25 and read to children when they come to the Library for their weekly class.  They 
read to a total of 309 students over these days, and are invited again to Primrose in the 
spring to read to the balance of classes they didn’t see in November.  This is also an 
opportunity to promote the Library’s programs to the students who are keen listeners in 
this setting.  Thanks to Primrose Librarian Paula Clinchy for facilitating this. 
 
Mrs. Ferretti hosted a Zombie Monster Mash Lock-in Party on Friday, November 13th 
from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m.   Activities included: Zombie Target Shooting, Thriller Dance 
Tutorial, Face Painting, and Zombies vs Humans Game.  12 teens attended and fun 



was had by all! 
 

The Library received a $500 donation for materials in memory of Janna Goodspeed.  
The suggested subject areas for purchasing are fiction, either drama or poetry. 
 
The Friend’s November raffle money is missing.  New procedures will be established to 
prevent this from happening in the future.  Both a cash register and safe will be 
purchased as well. 
 
Due to the mild weather, the Library has been experiencing low fuel costs. 
 
The Friends of the Somers Library approved all of the Library’s recent requests. 
 
An electronic thermostat will be placed in the Program Room and the HVAC in the 
Conference Room will be replaced.  Two of the boilers will have to be replaced in 2016.  
New skylights have been ordered and will be installed in-house. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
The Luncheon honoring Jean Reidy was held on Sunday, November 15.  A great time 
was had by all and there was a great turnout. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
2016 Budget – The preliminary library budget is schedule for a Town Board vote on 
December 10.  Trustees discussed potential changes in Library programs and 
operational hours that will be required to meet reduced library funding in 2016. 
Normalizing library hours will also assist patrons with after-work materials pickup and 
drop off.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business this evening. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on January 
13, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
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