
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
November 9, 2015  

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Paula Chamoun, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, and Christine 
Williamson-Canavan.  Ian Carnow, Laura Parisi and Ann Westerman were absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber, staff members Edith Felis and Jane Rothschild, as well 
as Friends of the Somers Library President Susan Berkow and Secretary Sandy 
DiSiena were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Mignardi made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on October 
14, 2015 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no Announcements or Correspondences this evening. 
 
Public Comments 
Staff member Jane Rothschild noticed in the 2016 budget that there is a Librarian 
Assistant position which she is interested in.  It was suggested that she discuss this 
further with Mr. Farber.  Ms. Rothschild also addressed the Board regarding a recent 
policy change that eliminated the accrual of sick and vacation time benefits for 
permanent part-time employees effective December 1, 2015.  Ms. Rothschild asked that 
the Trustees reconsider this change and reinstate these benefits for current employees 
but eliminate these same benefits for new hires.  
 
Staff member Edith Felis wanted to thank the Board for allowing her to carry over 
vacation time affording her the opportunity to take a month off over the summer to take 
a class.  She also asked about the original meeting minutes.  Prior to Mrs. Miller’s 
departure, Mrs. Schirmer was giving them to her.  Mrs. Schirmer gave Mrs. Felis the 
original minutes that she had from February through October 2015.  Moving forward she 
will give the original meeting minutes to Mr. Farber who in turn will give them to Mrs. 
Felis. 
 
Friends of the Somers Library President Susan Berkow also requested that copies of 
the minutes be sent to her so that she can share them with the Friends.  Mrs. Schirmer 
will email them to her moving forward. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers 



#11, and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mr. Hasl made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #11, dated November 9, 2015 in the amount 
of $72,239.14, which included voucher numbers 84519 to 84545.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $20,792.34.  The largest 
expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library materials) $6,108.58; ARCO 
Cleaning (new cleaning services) $5,450.00; and NYSEG (electric) $1,325.19.  Payroll 
and benefit charges were $51,446.80.  Total Library spending for all accounts was 
$72,239.14. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
The Adult department had 1,670 reference transactions this month, and hosted 11 
programs with a total attendance of 374 people.  This does not include the weekend 
concerts, as the attendance figures for those programs have not been received yet. 

 
The Children’s department had 38 programs with a total attendance of 644 people. 

 
The Young adult department had 23 programs with a total attendance of 132 teens. 

 
For electronic resources the Library had 271 uses of the public computers, and there 
are about 55,000 followers on social media.  Statistics on downloadable books have not 
yet been released. 

 
The Library circulated 10,402 items in the month of October, and had 19,240 visitors 
counted by the people counter.  

 
PERSONNEL: 
The staff members who have been affected by the removal of part time benefits are 
requesting that the Library Board reconsider the change and allow their benefits to be 
grandfathered in. 

 
A workers compensation claim has been submitted to the Town for a Library employee. 
 
BUILDING: 
The HVAC units in the conference room are not working properly, and it has been 
determined that they will need to be replaced.  The Building Department is in the 
process of getting a quote for the work 

 
The handicap side door has broken again, and a locksmith is investigating the cause.  
He will be providing the Library with a quote to repair the door shortly. 

 
The oil tank is being monitored on a weekly basis, as the fuel company will not do 
monthly visits to top off the tank.  They require that we request a specific amount of fuel 
for the delivery. 



 
The Parks and Recreation Department has agreed to clear a path to the oil tank and 
around the Library building when the snow starts falling this winter.  They will shovel 
paths from every fire exit to comply with fire code. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Charles Zellner has provided a donation of $500 to add to the Caretaker Collection.  
Valerie Herman has put together an order and the Library has sent a letter of 
recognition and thanks to Mr. Zellner. 

 
Mr. Farber has begun updating the emergency evacuation plan for the Library, and 
assigning new roles to the existing staff.  The new plan will be available for the 
December Board meeting. 

 
Mrs. Herman has begun the yearly weeding project.  About a dozen fiction books that 
have not circulated since 2009 were pulled; the romance paperbacks were weeded as 
well as Large Print and Biographies.  Work will begin on the non-fiction area soon. 

 
Additional items have been purchased to increase the number of circulating kits.  These 
include additional knitting kits, crochet kits, and cookie cutter kits (which included a baby 
shower set, plaque set, and formal dress/tie set for showers, proms, etc.).  Yarn and 
crochet kits do not need to have the yarn returned. 

 
Vicki DiSanto attended a BookFest at Bank Street College on October 24, an all-day 
seminar with giants of children’s literature. 

 
Presently there is one volunteer in the Children’s department, Stephanie Abramson who 
continues to come to the 2nd Grade Book Club to assist after completing her religious 
requirements last spring.  

 
Mr. Farber attended the New York Library Association conference this year and 
completed the last workshop for his NYLA Leadership and Management Academy.  
During the conference, he also attended workshops on strategic planning, how libraries 
and their communities can deal with disasters, grants for teens, Friends, Foundations, 
and Libraries working together, Budgeting in difficult times, and Pop Culture and the 
Library.  These workshops offered valuable information, and he has already begun 
working with Tara Ferretti on possible grant ideas. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
The Luncheon honoring Jean Reidy will be held on Sunday.  To date, 51 adults and 8 
children have signed up.  In addition, the Foundation has requested an estimate on 
renovating the Library vestibule. 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
 
Trustee Nominations – By a vote of the Board, the Officers for 2016 are as follows:  
President – Jim Hasl, Vice President – Laura Parisi, Corresponding Secretary – Liz 
Mignardi, and Treasurer – Ann Westerman.   
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Transfer of Funds – A motion was made by Mr. Hasl to transfer $250.00 from the 
Unemployment Reserve Fund (5.7410.4) to the Library General Operating Account 
(0037213837) to cover an unemployment reimbursement for an on the job injury.  All 
were in favor.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on December 
9, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


