
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
January 13, 2016 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Paula Chamoun, Jim Hasl, Liz Mignardi, 
Laura Parisi, Ann Westerman and Christine Williamson-Canavan. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber, as well as staff members Vicki DiSanto and Val 
Herman were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 
December 9, 2015 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no Announcements or Correspondences this evening. 
 
Public Comment 
Staff members Mrs. DiSanto and Mrs. Herman were in attendance to discuss the recent 
changes in Library operating hours.  It was discussed that the Library Board of Trustees 
would review hours based on staff suggestions, patron service and financial 
considerations. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #1, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #1, dated January 13, 2016 in the amount of 
$111,306.13, which included voucher numbers 85120 to 85151.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $62,014.77.  The largest 
expenditures were: WESTLYNX (library services) $31,264; CF Air Conditioning and 
Heating (two split units) $12,000; and WT COX (magazine subscription renewals) 
$4,078.  $660 was spent out of the Gift Fund.  Payroll and benefit charges were 
$49,291.36.  Total Library spending for all accounts was $111,306.13. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
The Adult department had 1,381 reference transactions this month and hosted 10 
programs, with a total attendance of 230 adults.   

 



The Children’s department had 29 programs, with a total attendance of 403 children. 
 

The Young adult department had 17 programs, with a total attendance of 105 teens. 
 

For electronic resources, the Library had 227 uses of the public computers and is still at 
almost 55,000 followers on social media.  Overdrive had 898 uses this month.  WLS has 
not released the number of users of the wireless network. 

 
The Library circulated 8,826 items in the month of December, and had 14,871 visitors 
counted by the people counter.  WLS has not released the yearly ILL numbers, which 
will increase the total circulation in the Library.  Once those have been released, 
updated yearly totals for statistics will be provided. 

  
In 2015, the Library had a total of 210,303 visitors. 

 
PERSONNEL: 
Phyllis Nadelhaft has retired from her position as a Substitute Library Clerk, and Shane 
Aiello has been promoted to replace her. 
 
BUILDING: 
The HVAC units in the kitchen and conference room have been replaced.  They are 
working well, and are more efficient than the old units. 

 
The skylights have been installed above the stairs to the lower level by Chuck 
Dammeyer. 

 
Mr. Dammeyer has also begun painting and spackling various areas of the Library.  
Currently he is working on the Children’s Room and the Art Gallery. 
 
The inner mechanism of the side door panic bar has to be replaced at a cost of $1,450. 
 
There have been two power outages over the last month.  Mr. Farber will research 
funding to purchase a generator for the Library. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Mr. Farber has been awarded a stipend to reimburse part of the cost of last year’s 
NYLA Conference in the amount of $200.  This has been added to the Library’s General 
Fund.   

 
Mrs. Herman has completed weeding the non-fiction areas, and is beginning to work on 
the reference books.  Mrs. DiSanto and Mrs. Ferretti have also finished working on 
weeding projects 
 
The 2016 Staff DVD Picks is complete and new brochures are in the display rack. 

 
The gingerbread cookie decorating program was attended by 41 people.  Grace 



Zimmermann of the Somers Historical Society baked cookies and provided all the 
decorations for this project.  Thank you Grace!  Patrons could take entry forms to 
participate in the Gingerbread Festival 2015 if they would like.  The Somers Historical 
Society has expressed interest in continuing to partner with the Library for programs in 
the future.  A celebration will take place in the spring commemorating the Ringling Bros. 
and Barnum & Bailey Circus’ decision to no longer use elephants in their performances. 

 
Poets and Writers, Inc. has approved a teen Creative Writers Workshop grant.   This 
program will begin on January 14 and run until spring, culminating with a reading.  Mrs. 
Ferretti is also applying for a WLS STEM mini grant. 

 
The Westchester writers group has expressed interest in publishing a journal of locally 
produced short stories and serials.  They will be meeting with the Somers Library early 
in January to discuss the feasibility of this, including distribution, funding models, and 
ways to integrate this project with Library programming.  
 
A request has been made by a resident to research grants to offer Italian lessons.  Mr. 
Farber will use Grant Station (subscription paid for by the Somers Library Foundation) 
to do this research.   
 
The Emergency Closing, including weather related closings, and Program Room Usage 
Policies need to be updated.  Mr. Farber will draft a copy for everyone to review.   
 
Mr. Farber will begin working on the Annual Report shortly. 
 
WLS waived the $5,000 net borrower fee for this year as part of a pilot program, and 
requested that the Library instead add it to their book budget to buy material in high 
demand by our patrons.  
 
Mrs. Ferretti has started securing volunteers needed for the Battle of the Books.  If 
anyone is interested in helping they should contact her. 
 
WLS offers free staff training.  Mr. Farber would like to open the Library late or close it 
early once or twice yearly so the Library staff can participate in this important sessions. 
 
The Friends of the Somers Library have begun their annual membership drive.  Letters 
have been mailed out, and the Library will have their fliers available at the front desk. 
 
Somers Library Foundation 
There was no Somers Library Foundation report this evening. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Library Board of Trustees 2016 Meetings – As in the past, the Library Board of 
Trustees will meet the 2nd Wednesday monthly at 7:30 p.m. in the Library.   
 



Library 2016 Holiday Schedule – Board members have review and approved the 
holiday schedule for 2016. 
 
Director II Status Change 
Mr. Hasl made a motion to change Andrew Farber’s civil service classification from 
Director II provisional to Director II probationary.  Mr. Farber scored very high on the 
Director II exam last fall.  All were in favor.   
 
New Library Hours – In an effort to normalize weekday public hours, the Somers 
Library, effective February 1, will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, with the exception of Thursday, when the Library will be open 
from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The Library is open later on Thursdays to accommodate 
commuters on their return trip.  These changes, while not reducing overall open hours, 
will help the Library reduce it operating costs while maintaining a high level of service 
for our patrons.  Saturday hours remain unchanged, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Saturday summer hours from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. also remain unchanged. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on February 
10, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Library.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 Friends of the Somers Library 
 Somers Library Foundation 
 


