
SOMERS HISTORIC PROPERTIES BOARD 
335 Route 202 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

May 19, 2011 
 
 

The meeting was opened at 5:00 p.m.  Supervisor Mary Beth Murphy, Somers 
Architectural Review Board Member Mark Brown, Somers Historical Society President 
Emil Antonaccio, Somers Parks and Recreation Board Chairman Jim Papa and resident 
Architect Ken Bond were present. 
 
Cameron Sheehan, Mrs. Sheehan and Thelma Barlow were also present. 
 
New Chairman – A motion was made by Mr. Papa and seconded by Mr. Brown to 
appoint Emil Antonaccio as the new Chairman of the Historic Properties Board, a 
position that has been vacant due to the recent passing of Mickey Oliver.  All were in 
favor. 
 
Minutes – A motion was made by Mr. Papa and seconded by Mr. Antonaccio to accept 
the minutes of the November 18, 2010 meeting as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Eagle Scout Project – The Board originally met with Boy Scout Cameron Sheehan 
regarding his proposed Eagle Scout Project on February 17.  Unfortunately there was 
not a quorum at that meeting, so a decision could not be made and Cameron had some 
changes to make.  Cameron’s Eagle Scout Project proposal is to create a walkway with 
landscaping around the Old Bet elephant statue in front of the Elephant Hotel.  Plans 
were submitted for review and comment.  A motion was made by Mr. Papa and 
seconded by Mr. Antonaccio to accept the proposal as submitted.  All were in favor.  A 
memo will be sent to the Town Board requesting their approval as well.  Cameron was 
asked to keep in touch with Mrs. Schirmer as to the timeline of his project. 
 
Old Bet – Mr. Papa asked about the trunk on Old Bet.  Evidently some consider it bad 
luck if the trunk of an elephant is pointing down.  An accident occurred at the statue at 
the end of 2010.  Plans are in the process of securing contractors to repair it.  When this 
is done, every effort will be made to have the trunk adjusted so that it is pointing up. 
 
Wright-Reis Homestead 
 
Gutters – The gutters have been cleared of debris. 
 
External Extermination – At the end of April, JP McHale externally exterminated 
around the Wright-Reis Homestead and out houses. 



 
Ruts in Driveway – The driveway from the parking lot to the Homestead has some 
severe ruts.  Mr. Papa will see if the Parks and Recreation Maintenance Staff can level 
them out and cover with wood chips were necessary.  There is a pile of wood chips in 
the parking lot that can be used. 
 
Filming Project – The Town Board granted permission to Purchase student and 
resident Drew Santini to shoot a school filming project at the Homestead and Mt. Zion 
Church at the end of April.  Members of the Historical Society volunteered their time to 
be present at both Historic Properties while the filming was taking place. 
 
Mt. Zion Church  
 
Sugar Maple – A sugar maple in the cemetery area of the Mt. Zion Church is severely 
decayed and needs to be removed.  Three proposals were secured by Steve Ernst, 
Parks and Recreation Department Maintenance Foreman, the lowest of which was from 
The Care of Trees.  The cost to remove the sugar maple to near ground level, chip the 
brush, remove the large wood, cut the smaller logs into manageable lengths and grind 
the stump is $2,047.  Supervisor Murphy will make a budget transfer to pay for this 
project.  A motion was made by Mr. Bond and seconded by Mr. Papa to secure a 
contract with The Care of Trees to complete this project.  All were in favor. 
 
Tomahawk Chapel 
 
Mitchell Subdivision – The Board reviewed the site plan submitted by the Planning 
Board for the Mitchell Subdivision bordering the Chapel.  A request will be made to have 
a 6’ high cedar stockade fence placed on their property along the Chapel and Cemetery 
cleared area, with the understanding that the owner must maintain the fence.  In 
addition, the Tomahawk Chapel and Cemetery side of the fence should be screened 
with tall and thin plantings such as evergreens. 
 
Projects Update – The following Projects Update report was issued in writing from 
Mary Parker regarding the Tomahawk Chapel and Cemetery.  Mrs. Parker, her husband 
Geoff and Bill Koegel have been partaking and overseeing this work.  6 to 8’ high weeds 
covering the Cemetery were trimmed down; the missing headstone of Daniel Rice, Civil 
War veteran was found; maps were made of the Cemetery, including research 
regarding veterans from the  Westchester County archives, information from the 1850 
census, and family information from the Somers Historical Society archives; tree work 
was done and large existing chunks of wood from trees previously cut down removed; a 
large pile of bricks was located in the weeds form the original Chapel chimney; a huge 
pile of wood chips that had been dumped on the site years ago was spread; dirt and 
rubble were removed from under the pile of chips from foundation work that was done in 
1991; paid to have three truckloads of debris removed from the site; started scraping 
primer and glazing off the Chapel windows left after they were reglazed two years ago; 
edged and put wood chips on the path leading to Koegel Park, and repainted and 
reinstalled the sign on the path; created a new path from the Lent to the Head 



gravesites; made a Google map of the trails in Koegel Park, including one that leads to 
the Tomahawk Chapel, and put a link on Google Maps; and prepared a 16 page 
National Register of Historic Places registration form for the Chapel and Cemetery. 
 
Future project goals for the remainder of 2011 for the Chapel include: installing an 
underground line for electricity; painting the exterior; cleaning the interior; replastering 
and painting the interior.   
 
Elephant Hotel 
 
Emergency Door Railing – When the emergency room door was built in the Meeting 
Room, a hand rail was never installed.  Supervisor Murphy will have this taken care of. 
 
3rd Floor Air Conditioning – Air conditioning on the 3rd floor has been installed and is 
working nicely.  Mr. Antonaccio still has to undercut each of the doors by an inch and 
build a shelf and mini soffit where the pipe works enters the Historical Society office. 
 
Gutters – The gutters have been cleared of debris. 
 
Fire Escape – The bolt on the mount of the top of the fire escape has to be reset in the 
Library on the 3rd floor.  Supervisor Murphy will have this taken care of. 
 
Somers Historical Society Report 
A written report and Calendar of Events was submitted by the Historical Society and 
Wright-Reis Homestead Committee.  
 
The interior of the Summer Kitchen at the Homestead is in need of painting, taping and 
carpentry work.  Marty Stole will do the work and the Historical Society will pay for the 
materials and supplies. 
 
The pond is in need of dredging, but unfortunately there are no funds available to do 
this work. 
 
The water pressure in the Homestead is variable.  Mr. Antonaccio is aware of this 
situation and continues to monitor it. 
 
The mailbox at the top of the Homestead driveway needs to be removed as it is getting 
littered with junk mail.  Mr. Papa will see if the Parks and Recreation Maintenance Staff 
can remove the mailbox, as well as a saw horse that is next to the driveway. 
 
The Committee is currently undergoing a slow, but steady extensive cleaning and 
organizing project at the Homestead.  The same will be done at the Mt. Zion Church 
prior to the Annual Meeting on June 5.   
 
Work has begun on the creation of the Herb Garden by the Historical Society Garden 
Committee.  They will maintain the Herb Garden and the peony beds.  Additional 



plantings will be done.  The Committee will meet monthly on the porch of the 
Homestead. 
 
The Northern Westchester Water Color Society started meeting monthly at the 
Homestead for the warmer months.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resident Board Member – At the March 14 Town Board meeting, a resolution was 
approved to have a resident serve on the Historic Properties Board.  Mr. Bond will serve 
in that capacity. 
 
Board Members Change – Architectural Review Board member Mark Brown will now 
serve on the Historic Properties Board as the representative of the Architectural Review 
Board. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 
August 18 at 5:00 p.m. in the Map Room at the Town House. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Historic Properties Board 
 
cc: Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Somers Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 


