
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

MEETING MINUTES 
 

December 12, 2012 
 

Chief Citarella called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  The following were in 
attendance: Bureau Chief Efrem Citarella, Deputy Chiefs Rob Russell and Al Vigliotti, 
Fire Inspector Bill Premuroso and Somers Volunteer Fire Department 2nd Assistant 
Chief Jody Leverich. 
 
MINUTES 
Mr. Vigliotti made a motion to accept the minutes of the November 14, 2012 meeting as 
submitted.  Mr. Russell seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
SUBMISSIONS 
 
The Green at Somers – Members met with Dan Holt, the Engineer for The Green at 
Somers to review the current plans for this project.  A revised submission will be 
prepared for review with location of hydrants, fire connections, and stand pipes.  The 
Bureau will also want to see the floor plans. 
 
The Mews at Baldwin Place – Phase II – An updated site plan for The Mews at 
Baldwin Place – Phase II was reviewed.  The Bureau would like to meet with the 
developers regarding fire department hook up connections.  Full construction plans will 
be reviewed when they are submitted for building permits.  A memo will be sent to the 
Planning Board. 
 
2nd ASSISTANT CHIEF’S REPORT 
Somers 2nd Assistant Fire Chief Jody Leverich reported on the following: 
 
54 Wilner Road – There was a chimney fire at 54 Wilner Road on December 1. 
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Lovell Street Grill – The alarm went off at the Lovell Street Grill.  Upon arrival, it was 
determined that the alarm was silenced, the building was not evacuated and the fire 
alarm panel was blocked by a large work table.  The importance of not silencing the 
alarm and evacuating the building was discussed with the staff.  They were also asked 
to move the work table so the fire alarm panel was accessible.  As part of the routine in 
responding to the alarm, the basement area was checked.  There is concern over the 
amount of items being stored.  Mr. Citarella and Mr. Premuroso will do a site visit. 
 
62 Hallocks Run – There was a fire in an air handler at 62 Hallocks Run. 
 
DEPUTY CHIEF REPORTS 
Deputy Chief Russell reported on the following: 
 
Mulch and Debris Piles – Mr. Russell asked if there was something in the code about 
the height and location of mulch and debris piles.  There is, and it indicates that the 
height of a mulch or debris pile cannot exceed 20’ and cannot be less than 15’ from a 
building or lot line.  Mr. Premuroso will follow up with the Highway Department, Lawton 
Adams and Whispering Pine regarding this to see that they are in compliance. 
 
Deputy Chief Vigliotti reported on the following: 
 
Old Tomahawk Street – Mr. Vigliotti received a complaint from a UPS driver that he 
frequently has trouble getting his truck through Old Tomahawk Street to make deliveries 
because cars are parked on both sides of the road, especially early mid-day and around 
5:00 p.m.  This has been an ongoing problem that has been discussed with the Police 
Chief.  A memo will be sent to the Police Chief. 
 
FIRE INSPECTOR’S REPORT 
Fire Inspector Premuroso reported on the following: 
 
3 Pine Tree Drive – There were open burns two days in a row at 3 Pine Tree Drive.  A 
court appearance ticket was issued to the homeowner. 
 
Somers Pointe Golf Club in Heritage Hills – The sprinkler system at Somers Pointe 
Golf Club in Heritage Hills has been repaired. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Directional Signs at Major Intersections – Mr. Russell shared with all examples of 
some signage that would be beneficial at the major intersections in Town where the 911 
numbering direction is unclear.  Since numerous signs are needed, and there is no 
money in the budget for this type of project, Mr. Russell is researching grants. 
 
Primrose Elementary School – At one time there was no parking – fire lane signs at 
Primrose Elementary School, and now the signs posted say no idling.  Mr. Premuroso 
spoke to Joe Bernardi of the Somers Central School District regarding correcting this 



situation as it is a requirement per the Town Code.  It has not yet been done.  Mr. 
Premuroso will follow up. 
 
Somers Chase – The hydrants at Somers Chase will be tested shortly. 
 
BOCES – A knox box has to be installed.  This is a work in progress as the students are 
involved in building it. 
 
Overcrowding Parking Concerns – The buildings located at 267 Tomahawk Street 
and 250 Mahopac Avenue should be required to have fire lanes around them to resolve 
the ongoing overcrowding parking concerns.  Mr. Premuroso will draft the wording so 
that a memo can be sent to the Town Board. 
 
Color Coding of the Town’s Water District’s Hydrants – One of the Fire 
Commissioners had asked for a status update on color coding the hydrants in the 
Town’s Water Districts.  It was unclear as to what exactly the Commissioner is asking 
for.  Mr. Leverich reported that he wants the high pressure hydrants to be marked.  This 
will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
 
Twin Knolls – The Fire Department requested directional markers in Twin Knolls as it is 
very confusing as to where the side roads are, as well as the order in which the house 
numbers run.  At the request of the Town Board, the Highway Department installed the 
directional markers. 
 
Proposed Elevator Key Law – Both the Somers fire and emergency medical 
departments feel that it would benefit them greatly if there was a requirement that all 
elevators in Town be operable by the same key.  Mr. Russell shared with all wording for 
this type of law that exists in Louisiana.  A memo will be sent to the Town Board 
requesting that this type of law be put in the Town Code moving forward.  It is the hope 
that the owners of the commercial buildings that currently have elevators would be 
willing to comply. 
 
7 Hopkins Lane – A Fire Alarm Permit was secured for 7 Hopkins Lane. 
 
Meeting Day Change Proposal – Presently, as indicated in the Town Code, the 
Bureau meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 5:00 p.m.  Some of the members have 
another meeting that same night monthly, and throughout the year, some of the 
meetings have to be rescheduled because of Town holidays that fall on these days.  
Parking is also a major issue as court is currently held on our meeting day.  It was 
suggested that the meetings be changed to the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 4:30 
p.m.  All agreed this would work for them.  A memo was sent to the Town Board 
requesting that this change be added to the Town Code.  The public hearing will take 
place tomorrow evening. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 



Final Fire Alarm Permit Letters – Final letters regarding Fire Alarm Permits needed for 
8 Crest Road and 8 Lounsbury Drive have been sent to the owners of these homes.  
The alarms were reported to at the end of last May.  Three letters were sent with no 
reply.  If a Fire Alarm Permit application and fee is not received by the end of 
December, court appearance tickets will be issued. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  The January meeting will be held on Wednesday, the 9th 
at 4:30 p.m. in the Building Department. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Bureau of Fire Prevention 
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