
SOMERS ENERGY ADVISORY PANEL 
335 Route 202 

Somers, NY 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

June 2, 2011 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:15 p.m.  The following members were in 
attendance: Chairman Herb Oringel, Councilman Richard Clinchy, John Gilbert, Jane 
Harsha, Cristina Hopper and Frank Maricic. 
 
Minutes – Mr. Maricic made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 5, 2011 meeting 
as submitted.  Mr. Gilbert seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Somers Energy Expo Budget – To date there is $2,600 available from the Somers 
Energy Expo.  Some of this will be used for the Sustainability Fair in the fall.  Once 
information is provided to her, Mrs. Hopper has agreed to give a financial report monthly 
as we initiate financial discipline. 
 
Somers Energy Advisory Panel – Last month a discussion came up regarding the 
need to change the name of the Somers Energy Advisory Panel to the Somers Energy 
Environment Committee in an effort to portray a better perception as to what the Panel 
is trying to accomplish.  In addition, recruitment of new members is needed.  A letter 
was sent to the Supervisor.  This item has been placed on the Town Board Work 
Session scheduled for this evening.  A decision was also made to make some changes 
to the responsibilities set forth for the Panel back in 2008, based on the ICLEI model.  A 
letter will be sent to the Town Board. 
 
Sustainability Fair – Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Maricic came up with an idea to have a 
Sustainability Fair.  All agreed and thought that early October would work best.  Work 
on the event will begin and Mr. Oringel will make an announcement at the next NWEAC 
meeting. 
 
Kill A Watt – Kill A Watt plug-in electricity usage monitors have been purchased and 
can be borrowed at the Library.  The Library has a nice display about the monitors and 
Mrs. Schirmer will see if the information can be placed on both the Library and Town 
websites. 
 
Independence Day Celebration – Plans continue for the Panel’s “sustainable” section 
of tables at the Independence Day Celebration on June 25 in Reis Park.  Mrs. Brady is 
working on a color flyer/newsletter; Mrs. Harsha will make arrangements to have 
recycling handouts available; Mr. Oringel has ordered 200 energy efficient light bulbs; 
and at the suggestion of Mrs. Hopper, Mr. Oringel will contact the County to see if one 
of their environmental displays can be borrowed.  Muscoot Farm will also be 



participating in the Celebration. 
 
Recycling – Mrs. Harsha was pleased to announce that as of June 1, the list of items 
that must be recycled expanded to plastic containers coded 3 through 7.  This includes 
yogurt cups, take-out containers, as well as water and shampoo bottles.  Previously, 
containers coded 1 or 2, such as soda bottles, cans and detergent or milk containers 
were only accepted as part of curbside recycling efforts.  The code imprint can be found 
inside the triangle on the bottom of the container.  The information has been posted on 
the County website and a request has been made to have it placed on the Town 
website.  Mrs. Schirmer will follow up with the Supervisor’s office.  Mrs. Harsha also 
provided a copy of the Westchester County Waste Management and Recycling 2010 
Annual Report.  Research will be done as to how the data was determined, as Somers 
was a bit low on the list. 
 
Northern Westchester Energy Action Coalition Updates – The NWEAC is 
investigating hydro-electric power sources.  NYC is planning to raise the level of the 
Croton Reservoir and increase the dam by a foot.  All of the neighboring communities 
will be prime beneficiaries.  Not only is this another example of sustainability, but very 
promising as hydro-electric power is quite inexpensive. 
 
NWEAC has processed a micro grid application for funds for a demonstration project in 
Peekskill in the amount of $750,000.  If granted, this concept can be broadened over 
the next few years to expand to all the communities in the Consortium. 
 
The RFP2228 application, which is required in order to complete the NYSERDA grant 
that will provide low interest loans to owners of homes that are owned by an institution, 
not-for-profit or corporation, has been completed and processed. 
 
Due to federal regulatory issues, the implementation of Property Assessed Clean 
Energy (PACE) programs was suspended.  Efforts are now being made to reverse that 
decision. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  The next monthly meeting will be held on 
Thursday, July 14 at 12:00 noon in the Meeting Room at the Town House. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Energy Advisory Panel 
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