
SOMERS ENERGY ADVISORY PANEL 
335 Route 202 

Somers, NY 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

May 5, 2011 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon.  The following members were in 
attendance: Chairman Herb Oringel, Councilman Clinchy, John Gilbert, Christina 
Hopper and Frank Maricic. 
 
Jerry Robock, Energy Consultant was also present. 
 
Minutes 
Mr. Oringel made a motion to accept the minutes of the April 14, 2011 meeting as 
submitted.  Mr. Gilbert seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Thanks – Mr. Oringel thanked Mr. Robock for continuing to pursue efforts with 
NYSE&G. 
 
NWEAC Grant Application – All communities in the NWEAC have to submit a letter of 
support for the RFP228, which is required in order to complete the NYSERDA grant that 
will provide low interest loans to owners of homes that are owned by an institution, not-
for-profit or corporation.  
 
Somers Schools Acknowledges Thanks – Councilman Clinchy reported that School 
Board President Vece acknowledged receipt of the donation from the Somers Energy 
Expo at the last School Board meeting. 
 
Independence Day Celebration – The Panel will sponsor a “sustainable” section of 
tables at the Independence Day Celebration on June 25 in Reis Park to include: slow 
food; farming and gardening; recycling, composting and waste; environmentally friendly 
transportation; Energize Somers; Energy Advisory Panel; Northern Westchester Energy 
Advisory Consortium and Indian Point.  The main thrust will be Energize Somers.  A 
script will be prepared so that when announcements are made throughout the day the 
attendees will be made aware of the Panel’s presence.  There will be some 
compostable element at the event.  Unfortunately obtaining Big Belly Solar recycling 
bins for the day is too expensive.  Arrangements are being made to have slow food at 
the Taste of Somers tent.  Perhaps a flyer can be done.  Emails will be sent out 
soliciting specific topic assistance.  Hopefully some hybrid vehicles will be on display as 
well.  This can be an ideal venue to get more residents involved in the Panel. 
 
Fireworks Display – A motion was made by Mr. Oringel and seconded by Mr. Maricic 
to donate $50 toward the Firework Display at the Independence Day Celebration.  All 



were in favor. 
 
Kill A Watt – The Panel would like to purchase four Kill A Watt plug-in electricity usage 
monitors and have them available at the Library for the residents to borrow and try out 
in their homes, hopefully encouraging them to purchase their own.  Mr. Maricic will 
discuss this with the Library Director Pat Miller.  A motion was made by Mr. Oringel and 
seconded by Mr. Maricic to spend no more than $125 on the purchase of four Kill A 
Watt’s pending Mrs. Miller’s approval in lending them out to the residents via the 
Library.  All were in favor. 
 
Somers School District Lighting Audits – Mr. Robock reported that audits are in the 
process of being done in each of the Somers schools.  The hope is to have the Request 
for Proposal’s completed in May, bids awarded in June and work to be done over the 
summer.  Fees for this project were obtained through a grant. 
 
Solar Panels for Somers High School – A $257,000 grant was awarded for solar 
panels at Somers High School.  Mr. Robock announced that they are working with an 
engineer for the specifications for this project with the intention of submitting the RFP’s 
in May, awarding bids in June and doing the work in July. 
 
Capital Improvement Bond – Councilmen Clinchy announced that thanks to Mr. 
Maricic and his presentation at the last Town Board meeting, they now know that the 
Recreation Center in Van Tassell Park is the most costly Town owned building in terms 
of fuel consumption.  Between October 1 and May 1, the bills are about $1,000 per 
month.  If success is reached in securing a Capital Improvement Bond to rehabilitate 
and repair the Town owned buildings, this building will be a priority. 
 
Somers Energy Advisory Panel – Last month Mr. Oringel indicated that there was a 
need to address the Town Board about recruiting new Panel members due to the 
declining level of involvement at a time when the workload and initiatives are increasing.  
In addition, he also feels that in order to better the perception of what the Panel is trying 
to accomplish, it should be called at the very least a Committee, instead of a panel.  Mr. 
Oringel is suggesting a proposed change to the Somers Sustainability Committee.  All 
were asked to think about a new name.  A letter will be sent to the Town Supervisor and 
the Town Board requesting this change. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.  The next monthly meeting will be held on 
Thursday, June 2 at 12:00 noon in the Meeting Room at the Town House. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Energy Advisory Panel 
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