
SOMERS ENERGY ADVISORY PANEL 
335 Route 202 

Somers, NY 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

April 14, 2011 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon.  The following members were in 
attendance: Chairman Herb Oringel, Councilman Clinchy, Flo Brodley, John Gilbert, 
Jane Harsha and Frank Maricic. 
 
Minutes 
Mr. Oringel made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 10, 2011 meeting as 
submitted.  Mrs. Brodley seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Indian Point Safe Energy Coalition – Mrs. Brodley attended a Community Forum on 
Indian Point and Fukushima at the Greenburgh Town Hall on April 11.  It was sponsored 
by the Indian Point Safe Energy Coalition.  The Moderator was Mark Jacobs and there 
was standing room only.  Many different groups were represented and all were 
encouraged to dedicate between 10 and 30 hours to campaign for closing down Indian 
Point.  Mrs. Brodley gave a summary of what was discussed.  Much was learned.  It 
was suggested that Marilyn Elie, Co-Founder of the Westchester Citizens Awareness 
Network be invited to speak at an Energy Advisory Panel sponsored Town meeting. 
 
Town Board Update – This evening, Mr. Oringel and Mr. Maricic will be giving an 
update to the Town Board and the Greenhouse Gas Emissions inventory of Somers that 
Mr. Maricic created will be presented as well. 
 
NWEAC Grant Application – NWEAC will apply for a NYSERDA grant that will provide 
low interest loans to owners of homes that are owned by an institution, not-for-profit or 
corporation.  Condominium owners would be eligible for this type of funding.  It was 
suggested that the President’s Council of Heritage Hills be addressed if this grant is 
awarded.  Hopefully a decision will be made in about two months. 
 
Somers Schools Thanks – Councilman Clinchy publically thanked the School Board at 
their meeting for their assistance with the success of the Somers Energy Expo. 
 
Capital Improvement Bond – Councilmen Clinchy and Morrissey are working on 
securing a Capital Improvement Bond to fund various much needed projects in Town.  
Utilizing energy efficiency products and green technology will be done wherever 
possible.  The Energy Advisory Panel will be consulted for input. 
 
Independence Day Celebration – The Panel will once again have a presence at the 
Independence Day Celebration on June 25 at Reis Park.  It was suggested that a 



“sustainable” section of tables would be the best approach to generate broad interest 
from the residents.  Suggestions included: slow food; farming and gardening; recycling, 
composting and waste; environmentally friendly transportation; Energize Somers; 
Energy Advisory Panel; Northern Westchester Energy Advisory Consortium and Indian 
Point.  Mr. Oringel would like to see an eventual transformation to “Sustainable 
Somers”.  Mr. Maricic will take the lead on coordinating what is done at this Celebration. 
 
Bedford 2020 – The Bedford 2020 group under the leadership of Mary Beth Kass has 
organized a recyclable program with Bedford and Lewisboro.  The waste is brought to a 
landfill in Milford, Connecticut.  It would be a good idea for Somers to get involved.  Mrs. 
Harsha will follow up.  There is a resident in Town that has a company called 
Earthworms Organics and accepts organic waste.  Mr. Gilbert will inquire as to how 
Somers can assist in these efforts. 
 
Somers Energy Advisory Panel – Mr. Oringel agreed to address the Town Board 
about recruiting new Panel members due to the declining level of involvement at a time 
when the workload and initiatives are increasing. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:25 p.m.  The next monthly meeting will be held on 
Thursday, May 5 at 12:00 noon in the Meeting Room at the Town House. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Energy Advisory Panel 
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