
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSERVATION BOARD 
 MINUTES OF MEETING 

     APRIL 22, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The April 22, 2008 regular meeting of the Conservation Board was called to 
order by Chairman Gary Meixner. 
 
 
Attendance:         Charles Friedberg, Dr. Frank Lapetina, Dr. Edward Merker,  

                  Gloria Rosenzweig, Gary Meixner  
 
Absent:  None   
 
 
Guests:  None 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
The Conservation Board members would like to welcome their newly appointed 
member Mr. Charles P. Friedberg to the meeting tonight. 
 
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion was made by Dr. Frank Lapetina and seconded by Gloria Rosenzweig 
to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2008 regular meeting of the Conservation 
Board.  All members present approved. 
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Old Business: 
 
A)      Somers Realty Planned Hamlet/Plan-Public Hearing Report on Fire 

Prevention, Traffic and Stormwater Issues dated December 28, 2007, 
Prepared by BFJ Planning, Other-Site Master Plan for the PH District, 
(Rte. 6 bordering Mahopac Ave.):   (GM) 

 
B) Somers Realty Planned Hamlet/Somers Realty Stormwater Pollutant 

Loading Analysis/Planning Board, not dated Prepared by Tim Miller 
Associates, Inc.; Site Master Plan for the PH District, (Rte. 6 Baldwin 
Place):   (GM/EM)  
The Conservation Board reviewed this Planning Board application for 
Somers Realty Planned Hamlet previously and tabled discussion pending 
a review of the documents submitted by Dr. Edward Merker. 

 
 

After careful review Dr. Merker reported to the Board that the information 
provided could not be understood.  He explained to the Board members 
that there was no chart or table enclosed to help with deciphering the 
information.  Further, the information itself has a lot of technical 
information that could not be understood by a layperson.  He said that he 
would discuss education of the Board members under item “E” Old 
Business this document. 
 
 
Chairman Meixner said that the applicant should make the information 
more understandable to Board members. 
 
 
Dr. Merker went on to briefly explain the application for the benefit of the 
new C.B. member Charles Friedberg.  He described the parcel and 
location. He said that this is probably the largest development that is 
going on in Somers at this time. 
 
 
Board member Charles Friedberg inquired about the acreage. 
 
 
Dr. Merker responded that the parcel is comprised of 80 acres. 
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Old Business: 
 
A) Somers Realty Planned Hamlet:   (cont’d) 
B) Somers Realty Planned Hamlet: 
 

 
Chairman Meixner noted that the boundary line for the Town of Somers 
goes to Whispering Pine Nursery on Rte. 6. 
 
 
Dr. Merker mentioned that Putnam County is looking at a large project 
that is proposed for the other side of Rte. 6.  He explained that there is a 
lot of development going on in that area of town and it has come to the 
attention of the C.B. that there will be a major impact on the environment 
including traffic, pollution and the fire department.  He mentioned that 
there is a large farm in Putnam County right behind Baldwin Place that is 
in the process of being slated for development.  Furthermore, he added 
there is a proposed development where the golf driving range is located. 

 
 
Chairman Meixner advised that the Getty Station on Rte. 6 is located in 
Somers also and he mentioned that Dr. Lapetina has been reviewing that 
project. 

 
 

Board member Dr. Merker ended his report by having no comment on the 
information provided (as it was too technical for the C.B.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan/Planning Board, Lead Agency 

Designation/Planning Board, Final EAF, Existing Conditions Plan, 
Erosion Control Plan, Landscaping & Lighting Plan, Details, dated 
February 13, 2008, Prepared by Bibbo Associates, LLP, (Tomahawk 
Street):   (GR) 

 The Conservation Board reviewed the above Planning Board application 
for Granite Springs Realty, LLC site plan at their meeting.  
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Old Business: 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 Board member Gloria Rosenzweig reviewed the materials submitted, 

performed a site inspection of the property and gave a verbal report to the 
Board. 

 
  
 * 
 Report: 
 

• The parcel is located on Tomahawk Street opposite the Granite Grill 
and near the firehouse. 

 
 
• Gloria Rosenzweig informed the Board members that she met briefly 

with former C.B. member Arnold Guyot (who had reviewed this 
application previously).  For the sake of the new member she noted 
that the parcel would be the location of a childcare facility proposed by 
Boniello Builders.   

 
 

• Ms. Rosenzweig explained that the only physical change on the plan 
was a reduction in the parking spaces from 28 to 26 spaces.  Gloria 
explained the application briefly. 

 
 

• Gloria reiterated some of the background information on the project.  
She advised that the building would be used to house a daycare 
facility and Boniello Builders are constructing the project. 

 
 
 
Board member Friedberg inquired about the applicant asking the  
Planning Board for a public hearing on the matter (according to the  
information provided in the C.B. packet). 

 



Conservation Board 
Minutes of Meeting 
April 22, 2008 
Page 5 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 The Board members said that they were not aware of that information. 
 
 
 Chairman Meixner inquired about the existing building being demolished. 
 
 
 Board member Rosenzweig responded affirmatively.  She said that the 

application calls for that to happen. 
  
 

Chairman Meixner pointed out that the property used to be a Deli. 
 
 
 

• Ms. Rosenzweig went on to say that they are exploring noise control in 
the building for the children (as the firehouse is nearby).   

 
 

• Gloria also mentioned that the applicant’s are tearing down the 
existing building and constructing a new one.  This will enable them to 
switch the parking lot and the building location, which would be safer 
for the children. 

 
 

• Board member Rosenzweig said that she recommends the use of solar 
paneling on the roof as a feature that should be explored by the 
applicant.  She went on to say that the Town should ask all new 
commercial buildings to go “green-friendly”, since they would be new 
construction and that is the best time to install these features. 

 
** 
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Old Business: 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 

Board member Charles Friedberg commented that solar paneling is very 
expensive and he said that the break-even point was 30 years.  He 
advised that solar panels are $52,000.00 and the government subsidizes 
only $20,000.00 (tax rebates).  He specified that the applicant would also 
need enough space on the roof that is exposed to the sun during the day. 

 
 
 
 Board member Rosenzweig asked about trees. 
 
 
 Mr. Friedberg responded that trees are not the issue it is the roof. 
 
 
 Ms. Rosenzweig noted that the applicant proposes to plant Bradford Pears 

on the parcel. 
 
 
 Dr. Lapetina explained to Mr. Friedberg that it is not recommended to 

plant them as they break, etc.  He recommended replacing them with 
Chanticleer. 

 
 
 Dr. Merker reminded the Board (for the sake of the new member) that the 

C.B. purview is mainly three issues: steep slopes, tree preservation, and 
wetlands.  Occasionally, he said the Board does make comments outside 
their area of expertise, sometimes it might involve noise, architecture, 
signage, etc. but they are in most cases only suggestions.  

 
 
 Chairman Meixner added that the C.B. could comment on quality of life. 
 
 
 Dr. Merker explained that the C.B. makes a recommendation on a project 

and the Planning Board has seven members and can vote a project up or  
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Old Business: 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 

down with four members.  He went on to say that the Planning Board can 
overrule the Conservation Board on important issues within their purview 
by a super-majority vote. 
 
 
Board member Dr. Lapetina advised that for the most part the Board does 
not vote they review information and make comments. 

 
 
 Chairman Meixner noted that the C.B. was taken away from making 

comments on administrative steep slopes. 
 
 
 Frank Lapetina agreed saying yes, administrative applications 15 – 25% 

the C.B. does not review. 
 
 
 Mr. Friedberg said that he read the information request for clarification. 
 
 
 Ms. Rosenzweig explained that the Planning Board suggested that the 

applicant switch the building with the parking lot. 
 
 
 Mr. Friedberg advised that he thought that Mr. Boniello said that he 

would consider it. 
 
 
 Ms. Rosenzweig commented that it only makes sense with this 

application. 
 
 
 Mr. Friedberg mentioned that a Planning Board member (Mr. Knapp) 

asked for the location of the alarm and a decibel reading on the fire siren 
(Planning Board Minutes, page 32/line 30, 31). 
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Old Business: 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 Chairman Meixner commented that they would not be able to do anything 

about the siren going off when the kids are playing outside. 
 
 
 Board member Friedberg said that in the Planning Board Minutes of 

March 12, 2008 there is a mention of an issue with drainage and runoff 
by Mr. Keane.  On page 29 Mr. Keane says,  

 
“.. that the water coming off the impervious surface is not being treated and 
some of the water will flow down the driveway into the roadway.  Mr. 
Keane noted that to put the water into a storm drain does not work 
because the water is untreated.  He said that the water coming off the roof 
is being treated but the more polluted storm water coming off the roadway 
is untreated.”   

 
 

Board member Friedberg went on to say that,  
 
“Engineer Allen said that the soils are very good but the problem will be 
infiltration because of the separation to the septic system.  He stated that 
50-ft. to a potential septic area is needed.”    

  
  
 Mr. Friedberg added that,  
 

“Mr. Boniello stated that he will review the drainage situation.” 
 
 
 Board member Rosenzweig showed the plans to new member Charles 

Friedberg and briefly went over them.  The Board members examined the 
plans and discussed them along with the change in the parking lot and 
building location. 
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Old Business: 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 Mr. Rosenzweig mentioned that the C.B. suggested previously that there 

should be shade trees and the Planning Board discussed that issue at 
their recent meeting.  She noted that there would be revised plans 
submitted by the applicant as the Planning Board asked for some 
changes to the existing plans. 

  
 

The Board members discussed the application among them and decided 
to write a memo to the Planning Board stating their concerns. 
 
 
* 
A memo (#08-23) will be sent to the Planning Board stating that the 
Conservation Board reviewed the above Planning Board application for 
Granite Springs Realty at their meeting on April 22, 2008. 

 
 

The Board members reviewed the materials submitted, performed a site 
inspection of the property and discussed the application among them. 

 
 

 
The C.B. has the following concerns and recommendations: 

 
1) The Board recommends that more shade trees should be planted in 

the vicinity of the playground area. 
 

 
2) The CB agrees that the building location should be switched with 

the existing parking lot for safety reasons. 
 

 
3) The Board recommends that the applicant check into insulation for 

noise abatement (due to the firehouse located nearby). 
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Old Business: 
 
C) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 

4) The plans submitted continue to show the use of Bradford pear 
trees.   

 
• The C.B. is not in favor of that species.   

 
• In its place they should consider planting Chanticleer trees (a 

longer-lived more stable selection) or choose from the list 
provided (see attachment). 

 
 

5) The applicant should consider the use of solar paneling. 
 

 
The Conservation Board will continue to review this application for 
Granite Springs Realty as revisions are submitted. 

 
 ** 

 
 

The Conservation Board took no further action at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan/Planning Board, Preliminary Subdivision, 

2-Lot Subdivision, Erosion Control Plan dated June 30, 2005, revised 
March 7, 2008, Section 4.19, Block 2, Lot 1, Prepared by Architectural 
Visions, PLLC, (#5 County Line Drive, off Mahopac Avenue):   (GM) 

 The Conservation Board reviewed the above Planning Board application 
for Ciraolo Subdivision site plan, preliminary subdivision at their meeting. 
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Old Business: 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 Chairman Gary Meixner reviewed the materials submitted, performed a 

site inspection of the property and gave a verbal report to the Board. 
 
  
 The Board members referenced the above application and the background 

information that was discussed at the last meeting for the benefit of the 
new Board member Mr. Friedberg.  They asked Chairman Meixner to 
include this information in his report. 

 
 
 * 
 Report: 
 

• The parcel is located on County Road, off Mahopac Avenue after it 
crosses Rte. 6 heading from Somers to Mahopac. 

 
  

• There is an existing road to the parcel with an existing driveway 
located on the property and an accessory apartment above the garage.   

 
 

• Chairman Gary Meixner performed a site inspection without walking 
the property at 8:50 AM on April 21, 2008.  He explained to the Board 
members that he did not call the landowners and therefore he did not 
walk the property.  His observations were based on site inspection 
from the road.  He mentioned that he did not want to disturb the 
homeowner without a phone call first.   

 
 

• Gary observed that there were sheds located on the property but it was 
not shown in the plans that were provided to the Board.  The existing 
sheds should be included with the application and displayed on the 
plans submitted. 
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Old Business: 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 

• The applicant also failed to include the surrounding properties and 
their ownership (as per Town Code) on the plans as submitted.  

 
 

• Other projects are proposed in the area nearby both on the golf driving 
range (same side of Rte. 6) and the property to the east of Somers 
Commons known unofficially to the residents as the “moonscape” (as it 
currently is barren and resembles the surface of the moon). 

 
 

• Chairman Meixner advised the Board that upon site inspection he 
observed that the proposed parcel was heavily wooded. 

 
 

• Chairman Meixner pointed out that there was a wetland with a lake 
just down the hill heading back towards Somers Commons behind the 
golf driving range. 

 
 
 
 Board member Dr. Frank Lapetina asked if the existing stone wall was 

located on this parcel. 
 
 
 

• Chairman Meixner answered in the affirmative and continued his 
report stating that there is an existing house on the parcel and several 
large trees 24” in diameter. 

 
 
 
 Dr. Lapetina interjected for the benefit of the new member that 18” or 

more is considered a specimen tree in the town of Somers. 
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Old Business: 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 Dr. Edward Merker noted that a tree is anything more than 6 inches. 
 
 
 Dr. Lapetina corrected him by advising that the law is now 8” caliper or 

better is considered a tree. 
 
 
 Board member Merker asked if there was any information in the 

application that discussed the trees (size, location, etc.). 
 
  
 Board member Lapetina said no. 
 
 

• Chairman Meixner went on to say that while observing the plans for 
this project upon first glance the Board would think that the 
application is complete, but it is not.  He advised that there are items 
missing from the plans submitted that are necessary according to 
Town Code. 

 
 

• There are wetlands on the property, but Chairman Meixner did not 
know who flagged them.  He mentioned that he did not know how 
accurate they were.  He opined that the applicant could have gotten 
the information from the Town plans and that might be why they failed 
to exhibit any of the trees on the parcel.  However, all of this 
information should be noted on the plans. 

 
 

Chairman Meixner went on to say that the Town Code has certain  
requirements such as drainage structures, etc. and items mentioned in  
the letter sent to the applicant’s architect by Town Engineer Gagne.  
 
** 
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Old Business: 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 

 
 Board member Gloria Rosenzweig inquired about the wetland buffer area.  
 
 
 Chairman Meixner advised that the buffer should be about 200-ft.  He 

then referred the Board to Town Engineer Gagne’s memo (exhibiting 
seven items to be addressed by the applicant) dated April 21, 2008 to Joel 
Greenberg, Architect as follows: 

 
 * 
 “Pursuant to our office meeting on April 17, 2008, the following minimum 

items were discussed and must be incorporated in a Conventional 
Subdivision Plan: 

 
1. 5-ft. ROW with a 24-ft. road width terminating in a cul-de-sac with 

the proposed property lines. 
  

2. Show expansion areas for all existing SSTS. 
 

3. Provide road profile with the necessary grading and construction 
details. 

 
4. Show drainage structures with stormwater detention and water 

quality structure with the engineer’s design calculation. 
 

5. Show existing sheds. 
 

6. Provide tree survey: 12-inch diameter and greater except in areas 
where slopes exceed 25% and wetland regulated area. 

 
7. Show the existing utilities along County Line Road with edge of 

pavement line symbology revised for clarity and telephone poles.” 
 
 ** 
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Old Business: 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 Dr. Frank Lapetina commented that the Planning Board did not want to 

consider the plan because of the frontage.  He reiterated Town Planner 
Hull and her statement saying, “ . . .when you (the applicant) resolve the 
frontage issue then we will review it.”  He went on to say that the Town 
Attorney wants this application to go before the Zoning Board first and 
then come back to the Planning Board. 

 
 
 Board member Gloria Rosenzweig commented that they want to make it a 

town road and cul de sac. 
 
 
 Dr. Edward Merker advised that the town would then have to plow the 

road and cul de sac.  The C.B. should reiterate the Town Engineer’s 
concerns in his letter. 

 
 
 Chairman Meixner reviewed the plans and commented that the proposed 

driveway area is about 600-ft. long and is what is commonly called a 
“flag-lot”. 

 
  
 Dr. Lapetina noted that the C.B. should ask for no net decrease in trees 

on the parcel. 
 
 
 Chairman Meixner advised him that some of the trees are not very 

desirable. 
  
 
 Dr. Lapetina specified his concern was about the 26-inch Oak trees on 

the property. 
 
 
 



Conservation Board 
Minutes of Meeting 
April 22, 2008 
Page 16 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 * 
 Board member Friedberg mentioned that he has a problem with dead ash 

trees 26-inch or better.  He noted that they start dying from the top of the 
tree down and he asked the advice of the Board. 

 
 
 Dr. Lapetina responded that there is a new blight called the “emerald ash 

borer” that is killing the ash trees in the area.  He went on to say that it 
has been killing trees in Ohio and Pennsylvania. 

 
 * 
 
 
 After some discussion by the Board members they decided to write a 

memo to the Planning Board stating their recommendations. 
 
 
 * 
 A memo (#08-22) will be sent to the Planning Board stating that the 

Conservation Board reviewed the above Planning Board application for 
Ciraolo Subdivision, site plan, and erosion control plan at their meeting 
on April 22, 2008. 

 
 

The Board members reviewed the materials submitted, performed a site 
inspection of the property and discussed the application among them. 

 
 

 
The C.B. has the following concerns and recommendations: 

 
1) The applicant should include a tree survey showing a more detailed 

plan displaying the trees located on the property. 
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Old Business: 
 
D) Ciraolo Subdivision/Site Plan:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 

• This tree survey should include trees of 12” caliper or better. 
 
• There should be no net decrease in trees located on the parcel. 

 
 
 

2) The applicant should show existing structures located on the 
property (sheds). 

 
 
 

3) The applicant should show adjoining property owners on the plan 
as per Town Code requirements. 

 
 
 
4) The C.B. agrees with the letter written by the Town Engineer dated 

April 21, 2008 to Joel Greenberg, Architectural Visions, PLLC. (A 
copy is attached) 

 
 
The Conservation Board looks forward to reviewing the revised set of 
plans when submitted. 

 
 ** 
 
 
  

The Board members took no further action at this time. 
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Old Business: 
 
E) Environmental Leaders Learning Alliance/ELLA/Workshop on Saturday 

April 12, 2008 between 8:30AM—12:30PM, Limit 60 people/Venue-
Teatown Lake Reservation/Theme-Vernal Pools, Identification, Assessment 
& Conservation, (see sheet in packet):   (EM) 
The Conservation Board discussed the above workshop concerning 
wetlands and vernal pools at their meeting. 

 
 

Board member Dr. Edward Merker attended the class and gave a verbal 
report to the Board. 
 
 
The Planning Board members were not invited to attend the workshop 
said Dr. Merker.  He explained that the program was designed solely for 
the education of Conservation Board members (and similar organizations) 
on wetlands and recommended that everyone get on their mailing list.  He 
applauded the program and pointed out that among other things they 
discussed how to present our (C.B.) findings in a more cohesive manner. 
 
 
Chairman Meixner asked that he be placed on their mailing list for future 
correspondence. 

 
  

Dr. Merker said that he attended the ELLA Workshop along with 24 other 
people.  He informed the Board that they had goals and objectives and 
were striving to teach groups like Conservation Boards to be more 
educated in what they do.  There are many issues that the course teaches 
in relation to trees and water.  They even touched upon the fact that 
Conservation Boards are habitually not taken seriously he said. 
 
 
Board member Merker said they would discuss larger issues, especially 
those concerning Global Warming and the environment, but that would 
not be their primary concern or their main focus. 
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Old Business: 
 
E) ELLA/Teatown/Education:   (cont’d) 
 
 

Dr. Merker explained that vernal pools if healthy could help to prevent 
the excess mosquito population.  He went on to say that the first topic 
discussed at the meeting was that of vernal pools.  A vernal pool is a 
transient springtime pool and they develop when the snow melts and/or 
the ground water is high in an area.  They are a small ponding of water 
that is not directly connected to a stream or waterway and they disappear 
in the summer.  They usually have no fish activity because they dry out.  
However, several reptile species feel safe laying their eggs in vernal pools 
because there is nothing alive that would eat them.  Of course, he added 
some vernal pools are better habitats then others for these young 
amphibians and the course teaches the students why and how they are 
recognized. 
 
 
Board member Merker noted that if there are vernal pools located in the 
projects we review then the C.B. should have the applicant obtain the 
information to evaluate them.  If the vernal pools disappear in May then 
they are not the best choice to save because amphibian life would not be 
able to regenerate.  Obviously the best vernal pools dry up much later in 
the season (July-August), the later the better he said. 
 
 
Dr. Merker said that the students were divided into four groups and they 
had to review a five-house subdivision and figure out which vernal pools 
were the important ones that should not be disturbed.  There are some 
wetlands that are not as significant as others are and we are learning the 
difference between the two by taking this course.  He said that a biologist 
who gave the speech and is well educated in the subject matter went out 
and took samples of eggs at four different ponds.  They also showed the 
students the different ponds so they could recognize them by site. 
 
 
Board member Charles Friedberg asked if the vernal pools are not 
marked on the plans submitted does the C.B. have to request them. 
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Old Business: 
 
E) ELLA/Teatown/Education:   (cont’d) 
 
 

Dr. Merker said that the only way of really knowing if vernal pools are 
present on the property is to ask for an environmental study. 
 
 
Mr. Friedberg noted that there is no mention of vernal pools anywhere 
that he noticed. 
 
 
Dr. Lapetina advised that there is mention of fluctuating water tables, 
and both high and low are usually mentioned. 
 
 
Board member Merker said that they have wetland soils and that is how 
they can be identified at other times during the year.  He said that one of 
the definitions is that there is no formal ingress or egress.  It is not the 
typical wetland that we see all of the time.  He commented that at least 
the C.B. has some idea what to look for, a starting point.  As a committee 
we should start asking for more information regarding wetlands.   
 
 
Dr. Merker explained that during the course of the day they passed out 
all sorts of identification booklets, etc.  He went on to say that the course 
is operating on a 3-year grant and then they will take it from there.  While 
complimenting the program he added that it is quite informative and 
everyone in the C.B. should sign up for this course.   

 
 

Board member Merker informed the Board that vernal pools are extremely 
important to the environment and they are natural areas for runoff.  He 
said that it is important to remember that vernal pools are a form of 
wetland where there is no stream running in or out the water just seems 
to appear in the spring and disappear in July or August. 
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Old Business: 
 
E) ELLA/Teatown/Education:   (cont’d) 
 
 

Dr. Merker informed the Board members that the next meeting of the 
group is on June 21st. 
 
 
C.B. secretary Ms. Davis noted that the Board was referred to in error on 
the sheet of paper distributed.  The Conservation Board for the town of 
Somers is called the C.B. not CRB as noted on the paperwork. 

 
 
 The Board members took no further action at this time. 
 
 
 
 
New Business: 
 
A) Welcome to new Conservation Board Member/Mr. Charles Friedberg:   

(CB) 
The Conservation Board members all welcomed new Board member 
Charles Friedberg to the Conservation Board after introductions were 
made. 

 
 

Mr. Friedberg will serve on the Conservation Board for a term of two years 
that expires in March 2010. 

 
 

Board member Friedberg asked that his email address be changed from 
the company one that he submitted previously to his home email, which 
is Cfriedberg@yahoo.com. 
 
 
The Board members took no further action at this time. 
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New Business: 
 
B) St. Joseph’s Church/JFK High School/Site Plan/Planning Board, dated 

April 2, 2008, revised April 14, 2008, Prepared by DCAK Architecture-
Petrucelli Engineering, Proposed Church & Site Improvements at JFK 
High School dated February 2008 (Gymnasium, Athletic Fields, etc.); 
Traffic Study Rte. 138, (Rte. 138):   (EM/GM/CF) 
The Conservation Board will review the above Planning Board application 
for St. Joseph’s Church/JFK High School site plan at their next meeting. 

 
 

Board member Dr. Edward Merker along with Charles Friedberg and 
Chairman Meixner will review the information submitted and give a report 
to the Board. 
 
 
Dr. Merker pointed out that there is an abandoned railroad track on the 
property. 
 
 
Chairman Meixner agreed and mentioned that they do not allow it to be 
used.  He said that it goes through JFK and behind the Highway 
Department for the town of Somers. 
 
 
Dr. Merker said that it would be interesting to try to get permission to use 
the track.  He advised that right now the Bike Trail ends at the chain link 
fence. 
 
 
The Board members briefly discussed the application among them and 
took a quick look at the plans. 
 
 
A report will be forthcoming at the next Conservation Board meeting. 
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New Business: 
 
C) BVS Acquisition Co., LLC (aka Bank of America: fka Commerce Bank), (at 

Somers Commons), Site Plan/Planning Board, Preliminary Drawings 
Sheets C1-C11; Constraints Map, Soil Data Map dated March 12, 2008 
Prepared by Bohler Engineering; Sheet 4.20, Block 1, Lot 11.8; Boundary 
& Topographic Survey dated April 6, 2007, revised August 8, 2007 
Prepared by Control Point Associates, Inc., (#80, Rte. 6/Baldwin Place 
Mall):    (FL) 
The Conservation Board will review the above Planning Board application 
for BVS Acquisition Company, LLC site plan at their next meeting. 
 
 
Board member Dr. Frank Lapetina will review the materials submitted, 
perform a site inspection of the property and give a report to the Board. 

 
 
 A report will be forthcoming at the next Conservation Board meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D) Granite Springs Realty, LLC/Site Plan/Planning Board; Project Plan (5 

Sheets) dated November 14, 2007, revised April 5, 2008 Prepared by 
Bibbo Associates, LLP; Architectural Plans (2 Sheets) dated January 1, 
2008 Prepared by Bibbo Associates, LLP; Letter from Boniello 
Development dated April 1, 2008; Stormwater Calculations dated March 
31, 2008; (Tomahawk Street):   (GR)  

 The Conservation Board will review the above Planning Board application 
for Granite Springs Realty, LLC site plan at their next meeting. 

 
 
 Board member Gloria Rosenzweig will review the materials submitted, 

perform a site inspection of the property and give a report to the Board. 
 
 
 A report will be forthcoming at the next Conservation Board meeting. 
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New Business: 
 
E) Change/Wetland Law/Town of Somers/2007/was not found on Internet:  

 (FL) 
Board member Dr. Frank Lapetina informed the Board that he noticed 
that the recent change in the wetland code that was made in 2007 was 
not found on the Town of Somers website when he looked on the Internet. 

 
  

C.B. secretary Ms. Davis said that she would email Supervisor Murphy 
and make her aware of the situation.   

 
 
 The Board took no further action at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F) Administrative Review Team Meetings:   (FL) 

Conservation Board member Dr. Frank Lapetina briefly explained the 
administrative review team meetings to the new C.B. member. 

 
 

Board member Dr. Lapetina said that the law falls under Town Code 167-
4, Administrative Review.  He specified that these reviews were mainly for 
single family dwellings that have no real substantial impact to the 
environment.  The applications do not formally go before the Planning 
Board or the Conservation Board. 
 
 
Dr. Lapetina further referenced that according to Code the Conservation 
Board needs to be present at the administrative meeting with regards to 
wetland permit applications.  Also present are the Town Planner, Town 
Engineer, Assistant Town Engineer and Building Inspector. 
 
 
While reviewing the information for administrative applications there is 
an Application for a Permit, a Short EAF form, an Affidavit and a Plan. 



Conservation Board 
Minutes of Meeting 
April 22, 2008 
Page 25 
 
 
New Business: 
 
F) Administrative Review Team Meetings:   (cont’d) 
 
 

Dr. Lapetina informed the Board members that the Town Engineer has an 
aerial view of the town on his computer, which is a great advantage. 

 
 

Board member Dr. Lapetina advised the Board that this Thursday at 1PM 
he is going to look at existing stormwater basins throughout the Town.  
He mentioned that the Town Engineer felt it would be interesting to look 
at the old basins and compare them to the new. 

 
 
 The Board had no further discussion on this matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G) Hauser, Michael/Wetland Activity Permit/Administrative, Sketch, 
Received April 16, 2008, Prepared by Applicant, Reviewed by the 
Administrative Review Team with C.B. member Dr. Frank Lapetina 
present, Section 17.11, Block 1, Lot 16, (#7 Scott Drive/off Rte. 202):   (FL) 
The Conservation Board reviewed the above administrative application for 
Michael Hauser at their meeting. 

 
 

Board member Dr. Frank Lapetina attended the Administrative Review 
Team meeting and gave a verbal report to the Conservation Board. 

 
 
 * 
 Report: 
 

• The parcel is located at #7 Scott Drive, off Rte. 202. 
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New Business: 
 
G) Hauser/WAP/Administrative:   (cont’d) 
 
 
 

• Applicant proposes to install a chain link fence along the back edge of 
his property to go around the house. 

 
 
• The installation will be 4-ft. high and 120-ft. long. 
 
 
• The plan documents that there is no intention to use cement for 

footings to stabilize the fence.   
 
 
• Dr. Lapetina commented that the applicant would drive poles directly 

into the ground as footings. 
 
 

• The entire house (75%) is located within the wetland buffer zone 
(wetlands). 

 
 
• The front of the house is not in the wetland buffer area. 
 
 
• The back portion is located in the wetland buffer and at present is a 

grassy area. 
 
 
• According to the Town Code this type of construction is acceptable 

with a permit. 
 
 
• More than 50% of the fence will be located in the wetland buffer zone. 
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New Business: 
 
G) Hauser/WAP/Administrative:   (cont’d) 
 
 

• The purpose of the fence is to keep the children from going into the 
pond. 

 
** 
 
 
The Conservation Board discussed the application among them.  They 
had no further questions or concerns with the application. 

 
 
 The Board members took no further action at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H) Sammel, M./Wetland Activity Permit/Administrative, Sketch, Received on 
April 23, 2008, Prepared by the Applicant and Reviewed by the 
Administrative Review Team with C.B. member Dr. Frank Lapetina 
present, Section 17.01, Block 1, Lot 33, (#10 Hachaliah Brown Drive/off 
Warren Street:   (FL) 
The Conservation Board reviewed the above administrative application for 
Sammel, M. at their meeting. 

 
Board member Dr. Frank Lapetina attended the Administrative Review 
Team meeting and gave a verbal report to the Conservation Board. 
 
 
* 
Report: 
 
• The parcel is located at #10 Hachaliah Brown Drive, which is off 

Warren Street from Rte. 202. 
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New Business: 
 
H) Hauser/WAP/Administrative:   (cont’d) 
 
 

• The applicant proposes to replace the existing wood retaining wall 
(that is rotted) with a unilock retaining wall on 12-inches of item four 
(crushed stone, gravel and stone dust).  

 
 
• The retaining wall will be 175-ft. long and 3-ft. high replacing the 

existing structure. 
 
 
• There is a 4-inch drainpipe that ends at the wall and Dr. Lapetina said 

that this is not a good plan, as the water will go outside the wall. 
 
 
• Dr. Lapetina was concerned about the proposed footings for the back 

wall and was wondering what would hold them in place. 
 
 
• Frank recommended extending the drainage pipe to discharge below 

the steep slopes and afterwards follow the Town Engineer’s 
recommendations.  He noted that Town Engineer Gagne agreed and 
said that the discharge should go to the bottom of the slope, not the 
top.  

 
 
• Dr. Lapetina advised that he was not satisfied that 12-inches was 

sufficient for the size of the drainage pipe. 
 
 
• Dr. Lapetina informed the Board that he discussed this application 

with Town Engineer Gagne and they agreed and commented that due 
to the steep slopes the proposal would not be sufficient as presented. 

 
** 
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New Business: 
 
H) Hauser/WAP/Administrative:   (cont’d) 
 

 
Board member Charles Friedberg inquired about the existing fence. 
 
 
Dr. Lapetina explained that there is a wood retaining wall there now. 
 
 
Chairman Meixner added that the wood along with the runoff is the 
reason why the wall rotted and needs replacing. 
 
 

 Dr. Merker agreed with Chairman Meixner. 
 
** 
 
 
A discussion ensued among the Board members and they had no further 
comments or suggestions for this application.  The Board unanimously 
agreed with the findings of Dr. Lapetina and the recommendations 
thereof. 
 
 
The Board members took no further action at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

****** 
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There being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made at 
10:00 PM by Board member Dr. Edward Merker and seconded by Board 
member Charles Friedberg.  All members present approved. 
 
 
 
 
The next regular meeting of the Conservation Board will be held at the Town 
House on May 13, 2008 at 7:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
Subsequent Conservation Board meetings are tentatively scheduled to be held 
at the Town House on May 27, 2008 and June 10, 2008 respectively. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       Rosetta Davis 
       Secretary 
       Conservation Board 
 
 
Cc: Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Town Engineer 
 Town Planner 
 Planning Board 
 Zoning Board 
 Open Space Committee 
 Architectural Review Advisory Board 
 Landmark Committee  


