
 

 

SOMERS ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
335 Route 202, Somers NY 10589 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
October 28, 2010 

 
The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
following members were in attendance: Chair Ken Bond, John Alfonzetti, Mark 
Brown and Ken Field. 
 
Efrem Citarella, Building Inspector was also present. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Field and seconded by Mr. Brown to approve the 
minutes of the September 23, 2010 meeting.  All were in favor. 
 
APPLICANTS 
 
Chase Bank  
 
APPROVED 
 
Rob Spiak, Architect for Core States Group presented a fully comprehensive site 
plan to the Board regarding a new Chase bank located at 95 Route 6 in Somers 
Commons.  Christopher Cesca of Chase, Jennifer Porter of Gibbons P.C., Sara 
Stevens and Kristin De Luca of Bohler Engineering were also present.  After  
review and discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Field and seconded by Mr. 
Alfonzetti to approve the proposal as submitted.  All were in favor.  A memo will 
be sent to the Planning Board. 
 
Keller Williams Realty Partners 
 
CONDITIONAL APPROVAL 
 
The Board met with Steve Chester owner of Signs Ink, along with Keller Williams 
Realty Partners Randall Calano, Lou Cardillo and Carol Christiansen to review a 
sign proposal for their business located at 2 Old Tomahawk Street.  The proposal 
included signs for the front and rear of the building.  A discussion ensued about 
color, size and placement.  New renderings will be submitted for further review.  
Conditional approval was granted at this time. 
 
Penny Lane Dance Academy 
 
PARTIAL APPROVAL 
 



 

 

Steve Chester, owner of Signs Ink, along with Sue Solazzo, owner of Penny 
Lane Dance Academy met with the Board to discuss a sign proposal for Ms. 
Solazzo’s business located at 2 Old Tomahawk Street, which included a front 
and rear sign.  Further discussion on size and placement of the rear sign has to 
take place, so it was only granted conditional approval.  The front sign was 
unanimously approved.  It is 2’ high by 9’ wide.  The background is burgundy with 
royal blue lettering and the edges are scalloped.  It will read “Penny Lane Dance 
Academy” with the phone number and logo, and will be placed over the doorway 
to the left of her two storefronts. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Despina Ballroom and Latin Dance Studio 
 
APPROVED 
 
At our monthly Board meeting on September 23, 2010 we met with Despina 
Ballroom and Latin Dance Studio owner Despina Kreatsou to discuss a proposal 
for a sign that will be placed on her property at 18 Lincoln Avenue.  Additional 
information was needed prior to final approval.  The information was circulated 
via email to the Board members and unanimously approved.  The pole sign is 
15.60” wide and 9.55” high.  It will read “Despina Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio”.  
The sign also has the Dance Studio logo, phone number and indicates “Private 
Lessons”. A memo was sent to the Building Department with a copy to Signs Ink. 
 
Sussmann Mobil Station 
 
APPROVED 
 
The Board met with the Architect Roy Van Lent and owner of Sussmann Mobil 
Station Paul Sussmann last year.  The site plan to renovate the business located 
at 291 Route 100 was reviewed and discussed.  Additional plans were submitted 
and reviewed over the year and final approval was granted.  A memo was sent to 
the Planning Board. 
 
1 Lovell Street - Update 
The non-conforming sign located at 1 Lovell Street was last discussed at the 
April 22, 2010 meeting.  The owner Karl Thimm met with the Zoning Board of 
Appeals on October 19, 2010 and arrangements have been  made for a site visit.  
Another memo will be sent by the Architectural Review Board reiterating their 
concerns regarding this sign.  Mr. Thimm will appear before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals again on November 16. 
 
276 Route 202 - Update  
The Board met with Mike Kerins, owner of the house located at 276 Route 202 in 
the Business Historic Preservation District along with architect Phil Ceradini at 



 

 

their January 28, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Kerins wanted to replace some damaged 
shingles and paint the cedar shingles, trim and picket fence.  He also met with 
the Landmarks Committee.  Permission was granted.  To date, the painting has 
not been done, but the front enclosed porch has been removed and new 
windows have been installed in the front of the house.  It was explained that 
when some of the damaged shingles were removed, rot was discovered and the 
enclosed porch had to be removed, including the flooring, to properly repair the 
damage.  The front porch posts are going to be refurbished and the “new” porch 
will return to its original open style.  A box beam filled with concrete has been 
built for the new floor, which will be covered with stone.  A stone retaining wall 
will be built as well.  The new windows were placed in the exact location of the 
old windows.  As the project moves further along, another meeting will be held. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The Mews at Baldwin Place - Update 
 
Mario Salpepi, Architect for Coppola Associates requested a color change for the 
fibercement siding for The Mews at Baldwin Place.  The information was 
circulated via email and the Architectural Review Board unanimously agreed to 
support changing the color from the original proposed color of Harris Crème to 
Autumn Tan (JH20-20).  A memo was sent to the Planning Board. 
 
Reynolds House - Angle Fly Preserve 
A letter was received from the Somers Land Trust asking for assistance 
regarding architectural plans and input from the Architectural Review Board 
about the rebuild of the Reynolds House in Angle Fly Preserve.  A response 
letter will be sent. 
 
November/December Meeting Schedule 
Due to the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, a decision was made to 
combine both meetings into one.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, 
December 6. 
 
The meeting ended at 10:00 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, 
December 6 at 7:30 p.m. at the Recreation Center in Van Tassel Park. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Architectural Review Board 
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