
 

 

SOMERS ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
335 Route 202, Somers NY 10589 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
July 23, 2009 

 
The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
following members were in attendance: Ken Bond, Mark Brown and Ken Field. 
 
MINUTES 
Mr. Field made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 25, 2009 meeting as 
submitted.  Mr. Bond seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
APPLICANTS 
 
Stagecoach Café - Towne Center at Somers 
 
STATUS:  Conditional Approval 
 
The Board met with Steve Chester, owner of Signs Ink to discuss two signs 
proposed for the Stagecoach Café located in the Towne Center at Somers.  The 
previous renters had two signs as well.  One sign is 18” by 72” and is made of 
wood.  The background of the sign is gold with burgundy letters that are shaded.  
It reads Stagecoach Café on two lines.  The “S” in Stagecoach and the “C” in 
Café are 7 ½ “ high and the remaining letters are 6 ¼ “ in height.  At the front of 
the sign there is picture of a stagecoach in black.  The second sign is also made 
of wood and is 18” by 96”.  The “S” and “C” are 8” high, and the remaining letters 
are 7” in height.  It also has a picture of a stagecoach.  This sign is externally lit.  
The lighting currently exists.  The Board liked the signs, but requested that the 
colors be reversed, burgundy background with gold solid letters, not shaded.  A 
recommendation was also made to simplify the picture of the stagecoach.  Mr. 
Chester will provide Mrs. Schirmer with new renditions via email and they will be 
circulated via email to the Architectural Review Board for approval, rather than 
have the owners wait until the next Board meeting, which isn’t until September. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Angle Fly Preserve 
This item will be placed on hold until the January 2010 meeting. 
 
Best Plumbing 
It was reported that the temporary sign proposal was not permitted according to 
section 170-125 of the Town Code.  The owner applied for a variance with the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and met with them on July 21.  Best Plumbing was 
granted approval to keep the temporary signs up for 6 months beginning August 



 

 

1. 
 
DARE Signs 
A memo, with a copy to the Town Board was sent to the Highway Department 
requesting that they be removed.  As of the last meeting it appeared that they 
had not.  Mrs. Schirmer called the Highway Department and was told that they 
had begun taking some of them down and would continue doing so. 
 
Signs in the Business Historic Preservation District 
This item will be placed on the agenda for the January 2010 meeting. 
 
Signs at Entrances to Town 
Mr. Bond offered to do a photo assessment of these signs between now and the 
next meeting in September, and will present the Board with a report at that time.  
 
Somers Volunteer Fire Department 
In July 2008, the Architectural Review Board met with Somers Volunteer Fire 
Department member Walter Krysevig regarding a campaign they had to recruit 
volunteers for the ambulance service.  A request was made to hang five metal 
signs around Town, for a six month trial, beginning September 1, with the 
understanding that at the conclusion of the six month period an evaluation was to 
be done as to whether or not the signs would still be needed.  On April 3, 2009, a 
memo was sent to the Somers Volunteer Fire Department to see if any decision 
had been made as to the status of the signs now that the six month trial period 
has ended.  There was no response.  In May, Mrs. Schirmer wrote a letter to 
Walter Krysevig regarding this issue, and she has not heard from him either.  The 
Board asked Mrs. Schirmer if she would call the Fire Department at her earliest 
convenience to see if she can resolve this issue.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Reynolds House 
The Somers Lions Club will be replacing the roof on the Reynolds House and 
outbuildings in Angle Fly Preserve.  Mr. Brown brought roof shingle samples for 
the Architectural Review Board to view.  In an effort to assist in the decision 
making, Mr. Bond visited the Reynolds House and took some photographs, 
which were shared with the Board.  Based on the photos, there was some 
discussion regarding the following: 
 
The existing roof appears to consist of a layer of cedar shakes and  two 
subsequent layers of asphalt shingles. With the presence of cedar  shakes, it 
was assumed that there is no existing roof sheathing  underneath. If this is the 
case, sheathing would be needed once the old roofing layers are removed. This 
was discussed in the context of overall project cost.  
 
The house appears to have Yankee gutters (built into the cornice system)  that 



 

 

were roofed over at some point. These gutters are in need of extensive repair if 
they are intended to be reused. If they are not intended to be reused, then it 
appears that the cornice system (and perhaps the ends of some or several roof 
rafters) will still need extensive repairs in order to fasten an exterior gutter to it.  
 
Given the overall condition of the house, the Board will suggest that the re-
roofing project be considered a “building stabilization” project, as opposed to a 
restoration project. This approach would help stabilize the building’s existing 
condition until such time that a decision is made regarding its future. To this end, 
the Architectural Review Board suggested that a modest 3 tab asphalt shingle be 
used for the new roof.  Shingle colors were reviewed and the Board felt that a 
basic charcoal color would be appropriate for this project. 
 
An email expressing the aforementioned, including a link attachment with an 
example of the shingle color will be sent to the Historic Properties Board for their 
review. 
 
Sussmann Mobil Station 
The Board reviewed the updated site plan received.  It consisted of three 
proposed schemes.  The Board would be happy to comment when they know 
which scheme will actually be submitted for approval.  They will also request that 
the architect provide a presentation of that proposal at that time.  A memo will be 
sent to the Planning Board. 
 
August Meeting 
As is generally done each year, the Board will not meet in August. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, September 24, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the Town 
House. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Architectural Review Board 
 
 
cc:  Architectural Review Board 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Planning and Engineering  
  
 



 

 

 
 
  
 
 


