
 

 

SOMERS ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
335 Route 202, Somers NY 10589 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
April 22, 2010 

 
The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
following members were in attendance: Chair Ken Bond, Mark Brown and Ken 
Field. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Field to accept the minutes of the January 28, 2010 
meeting as submitted.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Field to accept the minutes of the March 25, 2010 
meeting as submitted.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
APPLICANTS 
 
352 Route 202 - Hearing Aids and Shang Hai Massage Therapy 
Last month, the Board met with the owner of Hearing Aids, Robert Giordano, 
located at 352 Route 202, regarding a sign proposal for the pylon directory sign, 
which is 20 square feet, as per a variance granted.  Mr. Giordano is in the 
process of selling his Hearing Aids business.  There is room on the pylon 
directory sign to accommodate the new owner’s placard.  Shang Hai Massage 
Therapy (a current tenant) would like to hang a projecting sign from the building.  
It may not exceed 5 square feet.  It was recommended that a 3’ wide by 1’ ½” 
high sign with a border be considered.  Mr. Giordano will meet with the Board at 
their May 27 meeting to review his proposal. 
 
265 Route 202 - Taste Deli & Catering 
The Board met with Steve Chester of Signs Ink to discuss a sign proposal for 
Taste Deli & Catering located at 265 Route 202.  The proposal is for a jet black 
fabric awning to be hung over the window system that is approximately 15’ wide.  
The awning is 30” high and will project 12” from the building face.  It will sit 7’ 2” 
off the ground.  Mr. Chester will provide Mrs. Schirmer with updated renditions.  
Once received, she will submit them with a memo to the Building Department.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Field and seconded by Mr. Brown to accept the 
proposal.  All were in favor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Anytime Fitness, CVS and Subway 
Anytime Fitness, CVS and Subway never received approval from the 
Architectural Review Board to have their store placards placed on the pylon 



 

 

directory signs on Route 100 and Route 202.  In addition, the lettering on those 
placards must be hunter green lettering on a white background, and those 
placards are also non-conforming in terms of the coloring.  A letter was sent to 
the owner of the shopping center Urstadt Biddle.  A response was never 
received.  Since Mr. Chester of Signs Ink did the signage for Anytime Fitness and 
Subway, he will take care of the situation with those two stores.  Mrs. Schirmer 
will speak to the Town Planner with regard to CVS. 
 
Once Upon a Child 
A proposal for signage was submitted by the owner of Once Upon a Child.  The 
sign to be placed on the front of the store was denied by the Architectural Review 
Board because it did not conform as designed, due to its cumulative height of 
over the allowable 24”.  The owner applied for a variance from the Zoning Board 
of Appeals and it was reported that it was granted at their April 20 meeting. 
 
1 Lovell Street 
There has been an ongoing concern regarding the sign at 1 Lovell Street.  The 
Architectural Review Board's understanding is that the owner asked the Building 
Department if he could “spruce up” the sign, as it was in need of some 
refurbishing.  That sign consisted of an arched top with placards mounted 
between two posts in a color scheme of brown and beige.  The Building 
Department was under the impression that the sign would simply be 
repainted/refurbished in the same configuration and color scheme.  As it turned 
out, the sign was dramatically altered.  The existing sign and posts were  
wrapped with wood that is white in color, the names of the tenants in hunter 
green lettering.  The configuration and style is not at all similar to what existed. 
Not only is this essentially a new sign, but it appears to be much larger.  
Comparison drawings were done by the Architectural Review Board using photos 
of the old sign and current sign.  It appears as though the new sign may be as 
much as 15 to 20 square feet larger than the sign that originally existed. 
 
At the last meeting, the Building Inspector was asked to report back with the 
actual measurements of the sign, and he did.  The Architectural Review Board 
did a full analysis and has determined that the sign is approximately 55 square 
feet.  As per the Town Code, a sign no larger than 20 square feet is permitted.  In 
addition, the allowable height is 10 feet and this new sign appears to exceed 11 
feet.  Clearly, the existing sign is in violation and at this juncture it is an illegal, 
non-conforming sign as per Town Code.   A memo will be sent to the Building 
Department with a copy to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Bond will provide 
Mrs. Schirmer will new comparison photos that include Mr. Citarella’s 
measurements.  
 
Signs to the Entrances of Town 
Mr. Bond completed a photo assessment and conditions report of the signs at the 
entrances to Somers.  Many are in need of repair/refurbishing and three no 
longer exist.  Those three were located on: Croton Falls Road, Granite Springs 



 

 

Road and Route 100.  A Boy Scout troop in Town was solicited with regard to 
this project.  Unfortunately they cannot take it under consideration since the signs 
are all on major roadways and there are traffic concerns.  A decision was made 
to send a cover letter and the report to the Town Board for review and comment.  
All reviewed a draft of that cover letter and were pleased.  Mr. Bond will send the 
cover letter and report to Mrs. Schirmer electronically, so she can forward them 
off to the Town Board. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Business Windows 
Many of the businesses in Town have signs, posters, advertisements, flyers, etc. 
applied directly to the inside of the windows of their business establishments.  
The Architectural Review Board agreed that the resulting clutter in these 
windows is not aesthetically appealing.  Mrs. Schirmer will speak to the Building 
Inspector with regard to this issue to get a legal opinion from the Town Attorney. 
 
St. Luke’s Church 
Two signs currently exist at St. Luke’s Church.  They would like to remove one of 
the signs near the road and move an existing blue carved wood sign in the back 
of the church to that location.  Mr. Bond will email all members with graphics and 
dialogue for review.  He is recusing himself from voting on this proposal. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:10 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 
27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the Town House.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Architectural Review Board 
 
 
cc:  Architectural Review Board 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Planning and Engineering  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


